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GOD’S BANK AIN’T BUSTED YET 


The bank had closed, my earthly store b 
vanished from my hand; 

I felt that there was no sadder one than ln 
all the land. 

My washerwoman, too, had lost her little mut 
with mine, 

And she was singing as she hung the clothe 
upon the line. 

“How can you be so gay?’ I asked, “You 
loss don’t you regret?” 

"Yes, ma'am, but what's the use to fret: 
God’s bank ain’t busted yet!” 

I felt my burden lighter grow; her faith i 
seemed to share; 

In prayer I went to God’s great throne ana 
laid my troubles there. | 

The sun burst from behind the clouds, in 
golden splendor set; 

I thank God for her simple wordss 
bank ain’t busted yet!” 

And now I draw rich dividends, 
my hands can hold, 

Of faith and love and hope and trust, ana 
peace of mind untold. 

I thank the Giver of it all, but still 1 can% 
forget 

My washerwoman’s simple words: 
bank ain't busted yet!” 

Oh, weary ones upon life’s road, when every 
thing seems drear, | 

And losses loom on every hand, and skie. 
seem not to clear; . 

Throw back your shoulders, lift your head 
and cease to chafe and fret, 

Your dividend will be declared: 
ain't busted yet!” 


“God 


more than 


“God’. 


“God's ban 


—ALICE, P. Moss. 


} 


An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church 


work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of minister’s work. 
Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. 
volumes, $3.50. 


Copyright, 1951, 


lest Foreign, $3.50 a year. Single copies, 35c. 
0. Subscriptions are understood as continuing’ from year to vear, 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general* wish of the. subscribers. 


script returned uniess accompanied by full return postage and addressed to The Expositor, 


Back copies, 45c. Bour 
unless orders are given to 

Manuscripts must be typed. No= mani 
East Aurora, N, ~ 


Entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Cleveland, Ohio. —— 


Additional entry at East Aurora, N. Y. 
THE F. M. BARTON COMPANY, PUBLISHERS, INC. 


Joseph M. Ramsey 
Editorial Office 
East Aurora, N. Y. 


Subscription Dept. 
The Expositor 


East Aurora, N. ¥. © 2% «ji, Cleveland, Ohio 


Duncan MacPherso) 
700 So. Washington § 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


W.S. Ramsey 
Caxton Bldg. 


eat 


CIHEFs SCIENCE 
OF RELIGION 


T. N. TIEMEYER 


E HAVE so long proclaimed that faith perfect is come, that which is imperfect is 

goes beyond knowledge that we are in- superceded,” 

clined to forget that the reverse can Science also means exact knowledge. Not 
be true. Exact knowledge has built many many years ago it seemed there was an un- 
idge over a mysterious chasm that we here- compromising barrier between science and re- 
re had to span by faith. Along the ave- ligion. Science meant exact knowledge and 
3 to absolute Truth there are still multi- only that, while religion meant exclusively, 
ss of gaps that can only be traveled by faith. Today we realize that science, too, is 
1. To have faith means that where we /atgely based on faith, while religion is dis- 
jot know with exact knowledge we will Covering it has much within it that may be 
theless believe in the order, goodness, called exact knowledge. The day of faith is 
dependability of a loving God. certainly not gone. There is far more that is 


faith enough? When knowledge comes, unknown in this universe than that which is 
not faith been superceded? If all faith known. Faith will always have a prime po- 


@ perfect, then it would make no differ- sition in religion. Yet, let’s face this fact 
Reg ceed <a fact “onefaith or--by with great joy; there is much in religion that 
However we know too well that ¢ Ow cam call “knowable”, much that we 


; Saas ; ; : can accept on the sam i ienti 
*s faith is colored by his wishes, and is P same basis as scientific 


ted by the scope of mind and soul. Hence wiles 
not sufficient to cling to a belief by one’s Worship Has Real Value 
1 if it is possible to acquire exact knowl- A New York physician’ (according tor. 


2A Sesrbict: This, u Were Ss Norman V. Peale) will often hand his patient 
in mind when he wrote, “To oe faith ptescription that reads, ““Go to church at 
knowledge.” Many have erred grievously least once each Sunday for the next three 
linging to some distortion of faith and months.” His mystified patient often stares 
d their eyes to revealed knowledge. To at him in astonishment and the physician will 
>, the God of Hosea warns, “Because you say, “There is a mood and atmosphere in 
- rejected knowledge I will also reject church that will cure your trouble. I don’t 
4 care whether you listen to the sermon or not, 
ne natural growth pattern of a Christian but if you are willing to go to church and sit 
. say, “I believe,” until the day when he quietly, yielding yourself to the atmosphere, 
say, “I know.” When Paul’s faith in you will find healing power more effective 
; Christ changed to knowledge, he said, for -your problems than anything I can give 
snow whom I have believed.” Look — you.” : 
igh the gospels and see if you can find This is a fact in religion that need no 
here where Jesus says, “I believe.” Jesus longer be accepted by faith. We hold it to 
‘| He knew the Father; He knew there be a proven fact that a person spending a 
eternal life; He knew what was in man. little time in the presence of God and shar- 
Christian should say, “I believe in God,” ing the experience with other worshippers will 
he can say, “I know God.” He should go forth with more harmony and peace in his 
“I believe in the living presence of life. Dr. Henry Link, noted psychologist 
t,”” until he can say, “I know the living trained in scientific procedure, has stated, “I 
nce of Christ.” His “I believe in eter- have found that I must go to church regular- 
life’ should find its goal in, “I know ly to maintain a sense of balance and mean- 
is eternal life.’ To go forth in blind -ing in my: life.” That statement 1s not. the _ 
is only temporary; “when that which is result of faith or imagination, but of exact 
ee . ‘knowledge. Dale Carnegie says, ‘Frequently, 


ee ae elorenrd. Chetek on week-end afternoons, I drop into some 
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open church for prayer. I find that this 
calms my nerves, rests my body, clarifies my 
perspective, and revaluates my values.” He 
is not speaking a belief; he is stating a fact. 
Dr. Link, after a careful, objective study of 
church-going arrived at this scientific deduc- 
tion, that ‘‘church-going families are happier 
families.” To this all religion can point as 
exact knowledge. 


God Does Guide 


Christians have often stated their faith in 
the guidance of God. This need no longer be 
accepted by faith; it is fact. It is a proven fact 
that wisdom, advice, warnings, and insights 
come to people who take time to relax their 
bodies and tune their minds in to higher 
intelligence. Every worth-while creation of 
man testifies to this. Not a single note of great 
music was written nor a single line of great 
literature penned without help from an out- 
side source. No worth-while idea or inven- 
tion was ever introduced to the world with- 
out receiving its stimulus from a_ higher 
realm. Where’s the proof? What better 
proof than the testimonies of the artists and 
inventors. Beethoven, Handel, and Schubert 
attest to the other-worldly origin of their 
inspirations. Goethe and Milton have told 
us.- Alexander Graham Bell and Thomas 
Edison repeatedly said so. George Washing- 
ton Carver put it simply, “All my ideas come 
from God.” 

We know this to be a fact, that the per- 
son who sits quietly and passively for a mo- 
ment before making a decision will act with 
more prudence. One prominent business 
executive stated recently that the most valu- 
able lesson his father taught him was to ob- 
serve fifteen minutes of silence each day. 
From his busy duties he daily takes this quar- 
ter-hour and finds it gives him direction and 
poise. Henry Ford at the age of 78, looking 
back on his brilliant career, said, ‘God man- 
aged all my affairs.’ Do you think this man 
whose success depended on exact scientific 
knowledge down to the last detail, would be 
less exact in stating the basic conviction of 
his life? From evidence of thousands of 
other prominent men and women we can state 
confidently that guidance is no longer a mat- 
ter of faith. We have added knowledge. It 
is true that people differ in their explanations. 
Some believe their outside help comes from 
God; some call it “universal intelligence’; 
some attribute it to angels; others to spirits 
of the departed. In this realm there is still 
room for faith. But each proves this basic 
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fact that there is a higher guiding intelligence 
call it what you will. ; 


As a Man Thinketh 


Here is another fact in the science of te 
ligion:—when you change a person’s thought: 
you change the whole person. Jesus stated i 
thus, “As a man thinketh, so is he.’ Today: 
thoughts make tomorrow's man. Any persot 
dominated by fear, bitterness, antagonism, 0} 
a sense of failure can be changed to a positive 
person by the changing of the quality of hi 
thoughts. By controlling your thinking anc 
practicing helpful thoughts you can clean ou 
the acids that corrode the mind, becoming % 
different person in nature, attitude, and dis 
position. In time, these inward changes wil 
actually be reflected in improved condition 
around the home, at work, and in your whol 
environment. This is not speculation! this i 
a proven fact. 

I once had a friend in my teen-age, a sof 
of second cousin who was, in many ways, ai 
undesirable companion. His thoughts were 0 
greed and selfishness. His attitudes toware 
sex and pleasures were unwholesome. Ther 
was a subtle cruelty, scorn, and superiority 
his nature. Ten years passed before I say 
him again. He was now married and imme 
diately one could tell that great changes ha 
taken place in his life. He spoke freely o 
the Bible and his religious experiences; h 
recommended some excellent devotional ma 
terials, and led me into new and breathle: 
vistas of Truth. What caused this difference 
His wife had been a student of one of th 
New Thought schools and proved to hit 
that he could be different if his thought 
were elevated. They have named their chil 
‘Joy’ as a symbol of the blessings reflecte 
in their home by their wholesome attitudes. 

When a person suffers from a nervor 
breakdown, he doesn’t need a change of scet 
ery, but a change of mind. Starr Daily foun 
Christ in the prison’s solitary confinemen 
The change that took place within him tran 
formed the whole prison. The convict wh 
was once classed as the most vicious inmat 
came out testifying for Christ. His chans 
of attitude changed him and his surrounding 
Never waste time lamenting what you hav 
become or complaining about failure. Avoi 
that feeling that you “never get the break: 
and others. are “down” on you. You < 
you only are to blame, and the place to b 
gin improvement is in yourself. This is 
scientific fact, that you can make your li 
beautiful, peaceful, radiant, if your though 


* 


Conunon-Sense 
Organization 


average church, poor organization often 

heads the list. It is easy for the official 
fd and the congregation to pass the buck 
the pastor by remarking, “That's the 
acher’s job,” and letting it go at that. 
Aany small congregations seem to believe 
efficient organization is the exclusive forte 
the large church and are content to let 
few old faithfuls carry the load in their 
fch. There is a continual cry that efficient 
anization is impossible because of mere 
Iiness of numbers. Yet some of the best 
anized churches are small in number of 
nbership. 
iny church, large or small, can have effici- 
Organization if it will approach the prob- 
with an open mind and use a little com- 
2 sense. Too many congregations are 
fen before they even approach the prob- 

They have slipped into the rut of “‘it 
er has been done here, and it can’t be 
e.”” Get out of that rut and approach the 
alem of efficient organization believing 
it can be done. 
Vith a new vision at the very start, the 
t step is to acknowledge that efficient or- 
ization will require work. It will require 
k to think it out, to put it into operation, 


)’ ALL the weaknesses that plague the 


to direct its course. Just because there- 


saying that “‘it is better to have loved and 
than never to have loved at all,’ there 
too many in the church who paraphrase 
old adage something like this: “It is better 
wave had a plan that we didn’t work than 
sr to have planned at all.” The plan of 
mon sense organization must be worked 
t is to succeed. 

Jhen any congregation decides that effici- 
organization in their church is possible, 
determined to make a plan of organization 
work that plan, that congregation is ready 
et up their organization and proceed to 
e it efficient. 

1 any efficient common sense plan of or- 
zation simplicity must be the keynote. 
e a careful common sense survey of the 


jterian Church 
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CHARLES C. LINDSAY 


needs of the congregation. Do you need a 
Flower Committee, or could the work of such 
a committee be performed in connection with 
some other correlated committee? Do not 
have too many committees, but do not skimp 
on the number of committees, either. One 
plan of organization might include the fol- 
lowing committees: Every-member visitation 
or Fellowship; Christian Education (including 
Sunday School, Youth, Adult Education); 
Music; Planning (for future building, repairs, 
etc.); Sacraments; New Members; Publicity; 
Finance and Every-member Canvass; Manse; 
House Committee. 

Of course, if the church is large, there 
could be, and probably should be, more com- 
mittees than those listed above. For instance, 
the Christian Education Committee could be 
broken down into numerous committees such 
as: Sunday School; Young People; Young 
Adults; Women’s organizations; Men’s Club; 
Mother’s Club; and many more. But a single 
committee could do the work in the small 
church. 

The real test of any plan of efficient organ- 
ization, however, does not lie in the organ- 
izational structure. The real test is in the 
personnel of the committees — primarily it is 
in the responsibility placed on the committees 
and the authority delegated to them. This is 
the crucial point. It is at this point that failure 
occurs. A capable church-worker does not 
readily accept a responsible task in the church 
if he cannot at the same time have the neces- 
sary authority to carry out that task. Very 
simply, tell your committee what is expected 
of them and then let each committee and its 
chairman use their own initiative to carry it 
out. Any committee that is given a responsi- 
bility must have sufficient authority to balance 
the responsibility. This cannot be stressed too — 
much. te 

After the various committee chairmen are 
secured, the pastor, or official board should 
meet with each one individually and outline 
the results desired. After the chairman has a 
thorough understanding of just what is ex- 
pected of his committee, the chairman should 

(See page 30) 
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The Editors Columns 
ay 


Where There Is No Peace 


E MINISTERS, theoretically, have little 
W to do with the cause and propaga- 

tion of armed conflict. Practically ? 
That is a matter between the individual of us 
and his God. But it does seem there must be 
some thus far neglected method by which the 
ones who preach the Prince of Peace may the 
more effectively war on war, toward the find- 
ing of that peace which for increasingly obvi- 
ous reasons, passes human knowing. 

But, as of now, it is war, again. Hearts 
are perplexed and sore grieved. Countless be- 
neath our pulpits, having found solace in our 
Gospel of peace, know not whether to trim 
or snuff their spiritual wicks, for just what 
kind of a light can lighten the Gentiles? 

The family circle is again shattered. One- 
time training camps now ate re-opening against 
the potentialities of the hour, man made. The 
ear-splitting staccato of the riveter swells into 
a spirit-crushing crescendo, nation-wide. Cas- 
ualty notices and atrocity tales already curdle 
the blood. Peace-time pursuits will side-track 
to give right of way to endless, serpentine, 
canvas-draped trains of flat-cars heavy with 
machines of mass destruction. That the beast 
may be sated we give of our tables and tires 
and gas tanks, and know needless shortages. 
The sneers and ridicule of countless will be 
upon him of our parish, who, having learned 
of us the Way of Peace, is tossed upon the 
horns of the dilemma of being expected to 
render unto God and Caesar, simultaneously, 
ot being expected to deny God to serve Mam- 
mon. 

This is far from the least of the horrors of 
war. Ask the man who has been a Conscient- 
ious Objector! Should such a one come to 
our study, from our parish, seeking counsel 
from us who not only helped him to become 
what he is, but rejoice in his spiritual growth 
and maturity, what counsel can we give him? 
It is natural that he turn to us in his perplex- 
ity. Count on it that he will. Just what can 
we say to help him? What do we know of the 
legal, the moral, the social status of the Con- 
scientious Objector ? 

That spiritually enlightened conscience of 
his will not permit him to kill the brother we 
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have taught him to love. He knows the King 
dom of God is not reared upon the ruins 0: 
the kingdoms of men. He knows the vanity 
of expecting sweet-scented world-wide peac 
to blossom from the carnage of world-wide 
war. What is he to do? 

To be sure, he is bound by both the laws o! 
God and the laws of man, but what if thos 
laws are in woeful conflict? He cannot obey} 
one without disobeying the other. To disobey 
either does violence to his soul. What shal 
we tell him? 

He may not only object, honestly, to serve 
as a combatant, he may object to serve in any 
capacity contributory to the propagation of 
war. He may even object to mere registration. 
as part and parcel of the whole vicious system 
which sets brother against brother. Just what 
can we say to such a one? 

The least that reasonable foresight suggests, 
even though no shoe fits every foot, is that we 
ministers familiarize ourselves, now, witk 
every detail of the law as well as the implica 
tions of that law in the life of the Conscien 
tious Objector, that spiritual son of our parish 
who turns to his pastor seeking bread, not 
stone. The counsel we give can hold him o1 
lose him permanently for the Faith. Make ne 
mistake about that. Our problem is little less 
if any, than his. 

Most denominational and peace headquarter: 
are able and glad to supply detailed informa 
tion on the Selective Service Extension Act 0} 
1950. This is basic. Master it. Address alsc 
Mr. A. Stauffer Curry, Exec. Sec’y., Nationa 
Service Board for Religious Objectors, 100¢ 
Eleventh Street, N.W., Washington 1, D. C 
He will be greatly helpful and will provide 
information you must have as you hope to b 
a stabilizing influence in the mental and spirit 
ual upheaval which can be known only by th 
Conscientious Objector. : 

And never forget—he is just as likely to bi 
your spiritual son as mine. 


Pe. a 


Can Religion Abolish War? 


HE abolition of war is the greatest hop 
of all men of good-will in the wor 
Even the warmakers give lip service 
that hope, yet they argue that war is t 


ural order in the world and the chief busi- 
s of man, and that human nature cannot 
changed. Then they tighten their belts, 
le their swords, — and go on making war. 
‘eligion has been at work since the world 
an. Some of the bloodiest wars in history 
e been religious wars. Therefore religion, 
such, cannot abolish war. Some religions 
e been and still are a frightful curse to 
se who follow them. It will take more 
n even the Christian religion, in its most 
fect purity, to abolish war. Jesus warns 
“there shall be wars, and rumors of wars 
but the end is not yet.” It will take 
1e Day of the Lord.” 
“he revealed Word of God tells us that 
things that are impossible with men are 
sible with God. God is revealed as the 
d of the Impossible. Many do not be- 
€ in the Divine omnipotence because they 
y the very existence of God. They have 
h in the power of man to do the im- 
sible. Others, even some Christians, count 
ain things impossible with God; such as 
wering prayers that seem to call for divine 
srvention and suspension of “the reign of 
”; converting the wicked and turning black 
» white, evil into good: being at the same 
e just and the justifier of the ungodly: 
nging human nature; doing any such mira- 
Walt Whitman gives them a mouse to 
‘w at their presumption, “a mouse is mira- 
enough to stagger sextillions of infidels.” 
1at presumption to say that anything is im- 
sible with God just because we cannot 
tom the wisdom and power of the Eternal! 
belief is the badge and bane of petty and 
iy souls. In the light of the Divine Activ- 
in human affairs it seems silly. Creation 
hout a Creator is unthinkable, for who can 
‘much as imagine a different creation or 
ig his imagination into reality? Try it. 
We Christians say we believe that with God 
things are possible. Do we believe that 
4d can abolish war, famine, pestilence, 
th? We say we do, but still we look to 
ne other power to accomplish such miracles. 
ll we never learn that science cannot kill 
, but only sharpen and multiply weapons? 
r can Law stop war because when aroused 
an nature snaps all restraint and goes 
. Business cannot dethrone Mars because 
d is Mammon, and coveteousness is its 
ive power. Education? Well, the most 
y educated nation in history was the 
many that war has ruined. With a con- 
e, science can kill disease and pestilence 
ommerce can kill famine and want. But 


without the true God, who can change men’s 


hearts, not even Religion can abolish war. 


How badly do we Christians want this wat 


stopped ? 
do it? 


Do we really believe that God can 
Are we really and truly asking Him 


to do it, or are we making Him a lot of holy 
noises with the mouth which we presume to 
call Prayer? True Christian Prayer is a passion 
to do the will of God at whatever cost to 


ourselves. 
labor to achieve. 


What we passionately desire we 
And what doth He require 


of thee but to do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with our God? We haven’t done 


that, have we? 


—Paul W. Roth in Epiphany Call. 


The Burden 


The camel at the close of day 

Kneels down upon the sandy plain, 

To have his burden lifted off 
And rest to gain. 


My soul, thou should’st to thy knees, 

When daylight draweth to a close, 

And let thy Master lift the load 
And grant repose. 


Else how would’st thou tomorow meer, 
With all tomorrow's work to do, 
If thou thy burden all the night 

Dost carry through. 


The camel kneels at break of day 
To have his guide replace his load, 
Then rises up anew to take 


The desert road, 


So thou should’st kneel at morning duwn 
That God may give thee daily care, 
Assured that He no load too great 
Will make thee bear. 
—Author Unknown. 


Bargains 


There are no bargains 

In the counter sales of Life. 
We think so, but some unexpected way 

We find our purchase 

Is a worn and shoddy thing,, ; 
So after all, in that “Long Last’—we pay. 


Experience - 
That comes at prices all too high —~— 
Is packed so often in the waste of tears, 
But when unwrapped 
It will intrinsic value show; 
Its worth will not diminish with the years. 


There are no bargains 
In the counter sales of Life, : 
But Time, alone, can teach us how to choose; 
Can show us that - 
What seemed a loss is really gain, 
And where we bought for little— 
LOSE: 


—Nan Terrell Reed, in 


———— 
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New York Times. 
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CHURCH Al Wan 


Family Service of Dedication 


A Family Dedication Service conducted by 
St. Mary’s-on-the-Hill Episcopal Church in 
Western New York state, the Rev. W. Cecil 
Eccleston, Rector, and built around the theme, 
‘Let us rededicate all that we are to all God 
intended us to be,’ supported by two 
tableaux— 

“The Holy Family” and 

“The Modern Family’ 
is an idea that will merit adaptation in any 
Christian church. 

The need for re-examination of our modern 
family life, as compared with the family-pro- 
gram of our forebears upon which the foun- 
dations of this nation were built will need no 
emphasis, and will dictate the mechanics of 
a tableaux to bring home the lesson so greatly 
needed, and although suitable for the begin- 
ning of a year, is equally desirable for any 
season, particularly April, May and June, 
when special days (still observed by many 
communities) center our attention on wed- 


dings, parenthood, and family responsibility. 


A Daring Faith 


(A service of Consecration in preparation for the 
annual Stewardship and Pledges (or Every Member 
Canvass) privilege within the individual congrega- 
tion. The plan will require minimum preparation, 
no memory work, and emphasis only on the selection 
of characters so the message can be heard by every- 
one. An electric Cross should be the center of atten- 
tion in the chancel, well above the heads of figures; 
the main body of the church should be lighted only 
dimly, if at all; the chancel or platform may be 
lighted, preferably with a color-wheel, so flashlights 
will give contrasting light. Costumes should be in 
keeping with character-role, and simple). 


Characters 


The Voice—choose with gteat care, a reader 
with strong, clear, resonant voice, who will 
read with dramatic feeling; reader should be 
so thoroughly familiar with script that he can 


read easily and freely; voice should come 
_ from concealed spot, preferably from rear of 
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auditorium, gallery, or even a raised platfort 
back of the altar, to give the impression of 
voice from the heavens. 

Father Time—should be muscular youn 
man, draped to represent the mythical figur 
of TIME, carrying a scythe, wearing a lon, 
beard and long flowing hair; walks with halt 
ing step. Flash-light should be placed nea 
his position on platform. 

Stewardship—should also be a muscula 
young man, draped to represent a workin, 
man of the time of Jesus’ life in Nazareth 
carrying sheaf of hay, grain, or shepherd’ 
crook, and a good-sized cloth bag hangin; 
from his belt. 

Second Voice — may be taken by Fathe 
Time, or Stewardship, if either has good clea 
voice, deep and resonant. Speaks but once 
and speaker should not be identified. 

Organist or Pianist—will have detaile 
copy of program as guide in following prog 
ress of program, avoid delay or confusion 
Cue sheet may be advisable. 

Quartette—young people drilled for occa 
sion; close team-work between Voice, Organ 
ist and Quartette is essential. om 

Torch-Bearers—number will depend upo 
size of chancel or platform, and if hall o 
auditorium is large enough to permit lin 
from each side to enter, as many young pea 
ple can take part as are available, and the 
will represent any or all projects in whic 
individual congregations, or. the church 2 
large achieve the spreading of the Word-o 
God, through word and deed—Such as— 

Missionaries—( may represent preaching, teacl 
ing, or medical ) 
Nurses—(dressed in conventional uniforms) 
Doctors—(carrying small medical cases) 
Teachers—(carrying cases of books, may wea 
academic gowns) : 4 
Students—(may represent any nation, of al 
where exchange of students is carried on) 
Workers—(Chef, typist, waitresses, mechanic 
farmers, mining engineers, etc.) 
Soldiers and Sailors—(In regulation costum 
We have learned how much missionaty wot 
they did for Christianity in World War II.) 


a 


Deaconesses—(Customary uniform) 

Preachers—(Conventional garb, or gown) 

[he Crowd—(Persons representing working 
world of men and women, always ready and 
willing to serve) 


The Pageant 
(Attention of audience focused on lighted 

Chancel Cross) 
re Voice—The greatest riddle -that man- 
ever will solve is its never-ending search 
sod, the creator of all life; the author of 
hings good. Man’s urge to express his 
act for worship, thanksgiving, and _pro- 
yn in times of fear and danger; his crav- 
for - fellowship, approval, sympathy, and 
being are the foundation stones of 
vement as written by time and history. 
‘e who are assembled here this night are 
ded a high and inspiring privilege; to us 
be given a glimpse of the dreams and 
s of mankind, fired by the holy aspira- 
- of those who have focused their hearts 
i the gleam of the Infinite sown within 
heart and spirit of all men and nurtured 
out ceasing by a loving God, who sent to 
1 His Son, Jesus, to teach mankind of 
things only He who guided our coming 
1 know; through the Holy Spirit, man is 
1 the ability to understand the message 
ope and salvation, which is so great a 
of the plan of achievement in store for 
> who would follow in His steps. 
‘e shall see young and aged, not as they 
pictured on the streets and shops of our 
living, bent on earthly achievement, but 
e are at our best, in our moments of 
st and supplication, penitence and for- 
less, gratitude and wholesome attention 
at which is real-in man’s life — God and 
plans for those who trust in Him, and 
w after His leading. 
ere, in this hour, we shall witness men 


women aglow with holy zeal in their - 


ent of exaltation over that which is use- 
for today only; we shall see them trans- 
ed by a mighty challenge on High into 
Torch-Bearers of God’s message to those 
ned to learn of Jesus Christ, and His 
ng message for all men. 

(At this point Father Time approaches slowly, 
caning heavily upon his scythe, and takes his 


sosition near the front of the stage, back to the 
enter, partly facing audience). 

¢ Voice—Within the keeping of Time 
e great heritage of the past, and 19 cen- 
; of Christian civilization look down up- 
1s here. The privilege we enjoy, the 
ss we have made, and the achievements 
have all been bought with blood 


ary, 1951 


through the Grace of Almighty God. Upon 
our ballot boxes, our church doors, our text- 
books, printing presses, our mechanical 
achievements, yes, even upon our open Bibles, 
there is splattered the blood of uncounted 
martyrs, who have counted gain that which 
their lives purchased for man in his pilgrim- 
age toward God. Failing hands of heroes 
have for centuries past tossed the torch to the 
trembling hand of Time. 

(Time picks up Torch (flashlight from out 
the basket at his feet. It 1s covered with red 
paper to give impression of flame; he lights it 
Flat removing from basket; lifts it tremblingly 
atott. 

The Voice—Time, ever mindful of the un- 
fathomable blessing laid upon the Torch by 
martyrs’ blood, and the countless true  ser- 
vants of Him who commissioned them to do 
His work, stands ready to hand it on to the 
faithful stewards of our present hour of 
destiny as a holy charter and commission to 
serve. Listen as TIME calls the roll of 
martyrs, heroes, and stewards who gave their 
lives that God’s desire implanted in men’s 
hearts might live— 

Second Voice—(in calm, measured tones, 
as if an echo) Wycliffe, Tyndale, Huss, Joan 
d’Arc, Saint Stephen, Cyprian, Luther, Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

First Votce—(Exultantly) This is the an- 
swer of today’s Stewards; the answer of- the 
faithful-who accept the challenge of the hour 
to awaken men and women in all walks of 
life, in every community, to the needs of a 
world of men, women, and children, hopeless 
and anguished, in need of Jesus of Nazareth 
and His healing message and ministrations. 


(Here Stewardship moves toward Time, accepts 


_the Torch from Time, returns to his position at edge 


of platform. Time promptly stoops for another Torch, 
lights it and holds it aloft.) e: 

(Organ plays very softly while up each side-aisle, 
or center aisle, move the line of Torch-Bearers toward 
the platform; as each Torch-Bearer approaches the 
figures of Time and Stewardship, he says, "Here am 
I. Send Me!’ and each is handed the lighted torch, 
then moves on to the rear of the place beneath the 
lighted cross, on raised steps, if possible, to increase 
effectiveness. Torches should be turned slightly 
toward audience to increase light. Time continues to 
take torches from container beside him, lights and 
hands one to Stewardship so line can proceed, as 
each is supplied). 

(As the last of the line of Torch-Bearers bas re- 
ceived lighted torches, and is moving toward the 
rear, the organ takes up the hymn, "Where Cross 
the Crowded Ways of Life...” and the quartette 
sings as many stanzas as desired). 


. The Voice—In order to send the mission-_ 


aty, the teacher, the doctor, the nurse, the — 


engineer, the deaconess to the areas of our 
country and to other lands where God’s love 


Page ates = 


< 


= 


= 


, 


- 


- stanzas. 


leads His Stewards as needed, it is necessary 
for each and every person who professes to 
believe in the love of Jesus Christ, and His 
message of Salvation for all men, to accept 
individual stewardship,—stewardship of time, 
talents, money, prayer, compassion, and 
energy; not at one season of the year, like 
Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, — but every 
day of the year, every hour of the day; every 
payday, every Sabbath day. There is no re- 
laxing of the forces of evil, as we are learn- 
ing hourly to our great and overwhelming 
danger; there must be no relaxing in the 
forces of Good in God’s Name, and under 
His Guidance. To this end we witness now, 
the approach of those of our own community, 
our own church, our own homes, ready to ac- 
cept the Torch of Stewardship in this Time 
of challenge and privilege. 

(As the line of those appointed to carry on the 
local Every Member Canvass and Visitation ap- 
proaches the Chancel, continue). 

The Voice—To those of us gathered here 
on this sacred occasion, every acceptance of 
sacred obligation in His Name, divinely 
blessed, becomes a triple privilege through 
Jesus Christ,—the privilege of serving as a 
Steward in His stead, the privilege of accept- 
ing the gifts of those who make possible the 
Torch-Bearers’ missions, the privilege of de- 
voting effort to His Will, His Love, and His 
Guidance. 

To those who will receive in their homes, 
stores and offices, the Stewards here com- 
missioned in His Name, we leave you with 
Jesus, praying in a certain place, as described 
in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 11, (read 
verses 1-10.) 

(Organ plays sofily, hymn, “Just as 1 am, Without 
One Plea’ while spot light is focused on the local 
canvassers, gathered at the Chancel steps. Pastor 
approaches lectern and reads from Luke 12:11-12. 
“Take ye no thought how or what thing he shall 
answer, or what he shall say: for the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to 
say.” In His Name, ye are commissioned to serve 
this cause in this congregation and community.’ 
Pastor can add to this, what seems to him appro- 
priate). 

To. the people of the congregation: In the Name 
of Jesus Christ whom each and everyone here present 
professes to accept as His Saviour, we enter upon 
this Every Member Canvass and Visitation; some 
appointed to visit, some privileged to receive them 
as guests of Our Lord, in whose Name we pray that 
each and every one of us will accept the privilege 
and responsibilities of the hour, based on faith and 
trust in.God’s Word, faith and trust in God's Love 
for those who walk in His way, Let us pray. (This 
maybe, Lord's prayer, in unison, or prayer by pastor). 

Organ and Quartette: “Great God From 
Whom all Blessings Flow...” one or two 
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Benediction by Pastor. 

Organ and Quartette: “Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God Almighty.” 

(Lights are turned on as worshippers prepare t 
leave). : 

(This program is based.on a pageant b 
Roy L, Smith, “Daring Youth,” published b 
The Expositor in 1928.) 


Chapel Juke Box 


Just press the wall button! No nickels ar 
needed to play hymns on the Juke Box 1 
First Methodist Church Chapel in Lo 
Angeles, California. The $237 box holds 2 
sacred discs. 


March of Prayer 
Urged to Meet World Crisis 


“A Marching Army of PRAY-ers” to mee 
the Korean crises was proposed by Dr. Osca 
C. Plumb, pastor of Kenmore, N. Y., Meth 
odist Church. People were invited to writ 
letters to the pastor indicating their willing 
ness to join in the army of pray-ers, as soo 
as the time is announced. 

“J am asking you in the name of brothers 
hood and understanding among men to be 
come a part of this marching army, and I ar 
asking you to go out of your way, adjust you 
personal schedules to take part in this vet 
ture for a spiritual solution to world prot 
lems, under God’s guidance. 

“I believe,” said Dr, Plumb, “that if mi 
lions of Christian people would take thi 
upon their hearts, they can pray the worl 
through this crisis.” He announced that 
“prayer roll’’ with names of members of th 
church in military service is being prepare 
for the church, and will be placed on tk 
altar, and urged that every person of tk 
church spend some time before the alta 


praying for God’s Guidance in this hour ¢ 


need, as a personal and continued help 1 
boys serving in the battle area. 4 


Johnny Appleseed Assumes 
New Role in Time of Crisis 3 


The beloved figure of Johnny Applesee 
starting orchards in the wilderness of pionee 
America by planting appleseeds wherever } 
went is being used by the Grand Junctioi 
Colorado, Chapter of. the Izaak Walt 
League, in a plan to emulate this belove 
pioneer in a “seeding program” today, on 
instead of appleseed, our modern “seeder 
will carry GRASS SEED for renewing t 
ever-increasing waste places, ae 4 


oie | 
S is 


-athfinder Magazine in a coming issue 
ctibes the persons who have initiated this 
n and are pledging themselves to recruit 
mbers in all and every part of our country 
Johnny Grass-seeds, whose duties are to 
ise wherever they see a denuded spot in 
out-of-doors and start the grass growing 
in. The Walton League of Grand Junc- 
1 found immediate support for such a plan 
m the American Legion, Boy and Girls 
uuts, Kiwanis Club and other local groups, 
1 seeds with envelopes to carry them in 
re donated promptly. Grand Junction 
ned out en masse to get the seeds into the 
rund. 
Last Spring first results were evident, when 
tches that had been barren of grass now 
1 new, luxuriant growths, and one even 
‘duced 150 pounds of new seed to continue 
drive. The Izaak Walton League is urg- 
_ men everywhere to carry Johnny Grass- 
d packets on hunting, fishing and vacation 
9s, and the response so far has been wildly 
Ouraging. 6 eee bois, 
Could there be a germ of suggestion in this 
a, for re-seeding the barren areas among 
peoples with the Word of God. The sta- 
ics on the number of mental cases, crime 
the under-twenty age groups, broken 
nes, alcoholics, murder and other major 
ne,—all these are barren-spots in our soci- 
where the Word of God is unknown, or 
been blotted out, forgotten, or just ig- 
ed. The statistics on young people who 
e no knowledge of God’s Word, never 
nded a Sunday School or Church, and are 
sfully in need of “‘seeding’’ should serve 
bring on ‘‘a widely encouraging response”’ 
yng devoutly Christian peoples, who real- 
that the solution of all our present-day 
blems and ills rests in God’s hands, if we 
learn how to use that greatest of all 
Aan resources. 


lance In An Anxious World 

fomey and down-to-earth philosophy of 
under present conditions expressed by 
e Stuart, Kentucky-Hill-Country poet and 
lor, speaking to a group of worshippers in 
t Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, N. Y., in- 
fes— 

“I don’t think anyone can be defeated if 
has average intelligence and works 


ie: in any kind of world is easy 
- anyone who has known poverty and 
er: and won over them.” 
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“I think that the destiny of America and 
a lot of the rest of the world depends a 
great deal on teachers; we need more co- 
Operation between the homes, the churches 
and schools.” 

“IT think we need to do a lot of thinking 
about what is important to us in making a 
success of life; a lot of thinking about what 
success is, What is necessary to win over 
obstacles. Many millions of people have 
learned in the last 30 years that gadgets, 
which must be left behind in time of 
oes are not an integral part of real 
life.” 


Ten-Minute Prayer Holiday 


“God-fearing nations pitted against athe- 
istic Russia and her satellites’ in the present 
world situation, brought an appeal from the 
Indiana Junior Chamber of Commerce for a 
“Ten - Minute Nation- wide Holiday for 
Prayer’; an appeal was sent to Indiana mem- 
bers of Congress to present such a resolution 
without delay. 


Sleeping in Church 


This sermon, by Clarence E. Macartney, 
was printed on page 378 of the August, 1943, 
issue of The Expositor. The text, “And there 
sat in a window a certain young man named 
Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep.” 
Acts 2059: 

A re-reading of this sermon may awaken 
many of us to the fact that we are ‘‘asleep’” to 
many of our responsibilities as Christians and 
as citizens, and less than half-awake to our 
privileges as messengers of Salvation. 


Scouting The Idea of Fear “2 
In Our Present Crisis 


John Fisher of Toronto, Canadian Broad-_ 


caster and Lecturer, has these pertinent sug- 
gestions for all of us— 


“This always has been a dangerous world! 
Why should we be afraid in this hour? It is 


time for us to start living courageously — to 
start living dangerously. What of TOMOR- 
ROW? We aren’t the people who should be 
afraid. It is the Communists who should be 
afraid. If we are sincere believers in our 
Christian faith, we can’t be afraid. The 
essence of Christianity is belief in God and 


trust in Him. The Communist has denied — 


that God IS, and has no one upon whom he 
can fall back in time of danger but himself.” 
Referring to the border between the U.S.A. 
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and the- Dominion of Canada as “the most 
heavily fortified border in the world,” Mr. 
Fisher comments on relations between our 
two nations — ‘Each is the best friend of the 
other, and what could be stronger as a fortifi- 
cation than that existing on our border — the 
fortification of friendship?” 


Fellowship Among Church-Members 


“If we can ally people with church groups, 
such as young people, married couples with 
common interests, Fishermen’s Clubs, Dis- 
cussion Groups, we'll go a long way in solv- 
ing the difficulties in winning and holding 
members within the churches.’—Rev, A. 
Merritt Dietterich, Executive Secretary of the 
Genesee, N. Y. Conference of the Methodist 
Church. oe 


Office Liquor Parties 


Office liquor parties during the Christmas - 
New Year holiday season were singled out 
for severe criticism by two Chicago pastors, 
Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson of Fourth Pres- 
byterian Church, and Dr. Charles Ray Goff of 
First Methodist Church. 

Rev. Anderson spoke of “‘Office Yuletide 
parties where liquor is served as a shocking 
situation,’ and urged the members of Chris- 
tian Churches to correct the abuse. Dr. Goff 
spoke of the office parties “as a growing 
practice of heavy-drinking.” Ministers who 
are not aware of this growing evil owe them- 
selves, their congregations, especially the 
young people, the time and effort required to 
acquaint themselves with facts, as they actually 
exist. —— 


A Project for Church Organizations 


What would the reaction of any pastor, 
or any lay-group-leader be to a post-card ap- 
peal from the pastor of a church in any other 
land? which says, “For God’s sake send us 
some German Bibles!’ 

Most likely, you would do what Henry 


Rising of Los Angeles did, when he did re-. 


ceive such an appeal. He took it to a local 
pastor in Los Angeles whom he believed best 
fitted to assist in undertaking the answer to 
the appeal, and thus was born “The All-Na- 
tions Bible Society.” If you have a group in 
your local church, looking about for some 
manner to interpret the foundation of Ameri- 
can life to the citizens of any other nation, 
here is the ideal manner; send Bibles to the 
individual citizens as a gift from the indi- 
vidual American citizen, Christian believer 
and church member, signing the gift, so you 
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may keep in contact with the person to whom 
it goes, and develop the contact into a last- 
ing friendship. 

If you have not placed your name and ad- 
dress on the mailing list for the monthly pub- 
lication, The Banner of All Nations, P...O. 
Box 41, Los Angeles 53, Calif., we urge, you 
to do so. You will find it stimulating. . 


Shortage of Pastors 


Since many denominations are short of pas- 
tors, there are many guesses regarding the 
reason, that is “What is keeping young men 
out of the ministry?” 

Some say Jow salaries, but The Rural 
Church Dept., Drew Seminary, Madison, N. 
J., directed by Dr. Ralph A. Felton, find in 
making a survey that this is a retarding factor 
in only one case out of 25. 

“Others blame the girl-friends, but the 
facts show that more boys were encouraged by 
the girls than were discouraged. A study of 
1978 ministerial students made by our de- 
partment shows that the main retarding fac- 
tors ate none of these things. The reason 
young men do not enter the ministry is be- 
cause no one has shown them why and how. 
No one has counselled with them or guided 
them.” | 

The above report of the Rural Church De- 
partment, Drew Seminary, entitled, “New 
Ministers,” covering 48 states and 20 of the 
major denominations, 30 pages, is available at 
15c a copy. It shows that 83.5 per cent of 
the factors that keep men out of the ministry 
are simply because no person, no organization, 
no pastor, no parent, is seeking to enlist 
them. One student made the frank state- 
ment, ‘““My decision to enter the ministry 
would never have been made had not the 
pastor suggested it to me. He planted the idea. 
I think that most men must have it suggested 
to them, especially young men.” 4 

Vocational Counsellers, invited by many 
schools all over the country, to present to 
high school and college students the needs 
and opportunities of specific professions, 
specific business enterprises, as actually lived 
by those who undertake special vocations, have 
become a common experience. Are ministers, 
representative of the profession, invited to 
present the facts and opportunities of the 
Christian Ministry to young people? If not, 
the remedy lies with the local ministers’ asso- 
ciations. Requests for the bulletin, “NE WV 
MINISTERS,” should be mailed to Dr. Ralph 
A. Felton, ‘above address, with remittance of 
15c inclosed. oe 


The Expositor 


hua 24:15. 
ve will serve.’ 


“Choose ye this day whom 


} OBERT BROWNING, in “The Ring 
and the Book,” has one of his charac- 
ters say, “Life's business is just the 

tible choice.” We might not put it quite 

tt strongly and yet every decision exacts 

m the mind and heart a willingness to give 

its alternative, and that is an unpleasant 

siness. Life would be so much simpler and 
te comfortable if we could eat our cake 

1 have it, too; ‘‘Life’s business is just the 

tible choice.” 

We measure a man by the choices he makes. 

- us walk around that truth this morning, 

Lent will be a choosing time. The forty 

rs of Lent come from Christ’s temptation in 

wilderness that lasted forty days. These 
re days when the Master was confronted 

h alternatives concerning His mission in 

» and made His choice. And the Garden 

Gethsemane was a choosing time, whether 

escape the Cross or endure it. “If it be 

y will,” He prayed, ‘‘let this cup pass from 

: nevertheless not my will but Thine be 

ve.” Aye, Lent is a choosing time when 

true Christian re-examines his choices. We 

Id take for a text the words of Joshua to 

“people of Israel, “Choose ye this day 

om ye will serve.” That is the most 

cching question that can confront a man in 
hoosing time. 

We can simplify this matter of life’s alter- 

ives by imagining ourselves at a fork in 

’s road. We can deal first with the man 

9, coming to such a fork in his life, de- 

es that he is not ready yet to make up his 

id which toad to take. In a choosing time 

chooses to make no choice at all. I am 

iking of the man who says that he has not 
made up his mind, one way or the other, 


i , . 
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TERRIBLE CHOICE 


Pre-Lenten Thought 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 


about faith in God, or in the moral princi- 
ples of the Christian faith: he has not yet 
made up his mind, one way or the other about 
his part in the life of the Christian Church 
or for that matter, about his part in the life 
of his community. In fact, he is a man who 
just hasn’t made up his mind on anything, 
very much. 

Now the choice to postpone choosing is the 
bad choice. It is the bad choice because it is 
so inexcusably unrealistic. It assumes that by not 
making up our minds about some alternative 
thrust upon us, nothing happens — in respect 
to this particular matter, life comes to a stop. 
But no-man can bring his life to a_ stop. 
Maybe in respect to faith in God our minds 
are not made up one way or the other, but 
our lives are made up one way or the other. 
Every day we are living as if God were a stu- 
pendous fact, or we are living as if God were 
a stupendous myth. Maybe we have not yet 
made up our minds one way or the other 
about the challenge to the conscience of the 
Sermon on the Mount, but each day we are 
living as if the Sermon on the Mount were a 
challenge to the conscience, or we are living 
as if it were an impractical and idle fancy 
off somewhere in the stars. To be sure a 
man’s mind may make no decision on an- 
alternative that confronts him, but his life 
does: his life does because life cannot be 
brought to a stop. His mind may sit at the 
fork in the road and think, and think, and 
think, or go to sleep, but his life takes one 
road or the other and keeps on walking. 

I am reminded of the man who, while try- 
ing to make up his mind whether or not to 
give up his drinking, kept on drinking. May- 
be his mind sat at the fork in the road, but 
his life kept on walking, walking into one | 
saloon after another. Here is a man who 


hasn’t made up his mind yet about his part A 


in the Christian church, so he is doing little 
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or nothing for the church, Maybe his mind 
sits at the fork in the road, but his feet keep 
on walking, and they march him everywhere 
but to church. Elijah asked: “How long halt ye 
between two opinions? If the Lord be God fol- 
low Him; but if Baal, follow him.” That wasn't 
the true question. The fact was some already 
followed Jehovah; some already followed Baal, 
and that fact was not changed one whit by 
their halting between two opinions. Not only 
“time” but “‘life’ marches on, no matter how 
confused, a jackrabbit hopping first here and 
then there, a man’s mind may be. 

Years ago, in Sunday School, we used to 
get decision cards on which we could sign our 
name signifying that we believed in Christ 
and wanted Him to be Lord and Master of 
our lives. The day those cards were given out 
was called ‘Decision Day.” The nonsense 
about our present thinking is the idea that 
because we no longer pass out cards we no 
longer have “Decision Day.” Every day of 
evety week is “Decision Day’’ about some- 
thing, about the faith we hold, the principles 
to which we are loyal or disloyal, the kind of 
homes we build, the kind of citizens we are, 
our part in world order or disorder. “Life 
is just the terrible choice.’ To avoid the 
stupidity of leaving our minds at the fork in 
the road while our feet march on down one 
road or the other, “choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve.’’ The choice to make no choice 
is a bad choice: it is so unrealistic. 

Well, suppose we decide to keep our mind 
and our lives together instead of leaving our 
minds behind while our lives go on. What 
are our alternatives? In general, one fork is 
the low road, and the other the high road. 

Sometimes the low road is hard to identify 
as the low road because it is appealingly 
practical. 

Writes Emily Dickinson: 

“Faith is a fine invention 

For gentlemen who see 

But microscopes are prudent 

In an emergency.” - 
And that is such prudent counsel that it 
makes the low road seem the high. 

Halford E. Luccock tells about the man to 
whom everything seemed like a page in a 
ledger, telling of profit or loss. The lake 
before him wasn’t shimmering water sparkling 
in the sun, but a source of revenue. The 
orchards in the distance were not fingers laden 
with manna from heaven, but a profitable 
. business. The whole world for him was a 
great ledger, and life was threading one’s way 
- through alternatives in such a manner as to 
make the most money. There are in our 
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midst men like that whose choices are like. 
wise earth-bound. . 

One is reminded of that crowd that many 
years ago was offered the choice of Barrabas 
or Christ, and chose Barrabas. After 1900 
years it looks like a low choice and a stupid 
one. Yet at the time, it must have seemed so 
advantageous a choice that it looked like the 
high road. The people had committed them- 
selves to gaining independence from Rome, 
and Barrabas was more profitable to that cause 
by far, than Christ. What troubles my con- 
science is that if perhaps I had been in the 
crowd that day I, too, might have chosen 
Barrabas, and maybe you would have also. 
Even today we may be making such a choice. 
We would not make it if the choice were 
plainly labelled, a Christ alternative or a 
Barrabas alternative. But if the choice were 
labelled the idealistic alternative, or the prac- 
tical alternative, it might well happen that we 
chose the practical alternative, Barrabas. 

One calls that the practical choice; another 
might call it the low choice, Perhaps the 
best name for it is the bitter choice, not be- 
cause it seems the bitter choice when we make 
it, or that we are bitter in spirit at the time, 
but because it leads down a road that con- 
cludes in bitterness. | 

The alarming thing about choices is that 
each one limits the next one. A young man 
decides to enter the scientific field. That shuts 
him off from the profession of the law. Then 
he decides that he wants to be a chemical 
engineer; that shuts him off from being an 
electrical engineer, so each choice he makes 
limits the next one. A boy explains how he 
happened to land in his particular career. “I 
came to it,” he writes, “by the confinement of 
interests and abilities.” It seemed as if I was 
“entering a canyon that grew narrower until 
at the end it was a straight and narrow pass. 
Each choice. I made, each ability I developed 
or neglected, further determined my progress 
toward the narrow end of the canyon...” So 
each choice we make limits the next one. 


has lost some of its freedom to choose the 
high alternative. If our second choice then is 
earth-bound, we see even less of the sky. O 
put it this way. Harry Emerson Fosdick used 
to talk about sermons that started out on a 
broad highway, then turned a corner to” 
down a street, then turned onto a path < 
wound up on a squirrel track which led up 
tree. I have seen life go like that too. 
threw away love in a home, then it th 
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THE CRUCIBLE OF FAITH 


NORMAN E. NYGAARD 


‘tt: “He hath showed thee, O man, what 
' good; and what doth the Lord require of 
wee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
vd to walk humbl y with Thy God.” Micah 
38. 

von shalt love the Lord thy God...and 
iy neighbor as thyself.” Matt. 22:37, 39. 


"YHERE are two remarkable summaries of 
the meaning of religion, one to be found 
in the Old Testament and the other in 
New. Micah, the Morasthite, a man of 

jpeople, gives the Old Testament summary 

saith when he says, “He hath showed thee, 
man, what is good; and what doth the 

H require of thee, but to do justly, and to 

: mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 

1.” Our Lord, Himself, sums up in the 

w Testament when He speaks of the ‘‘first 
great commandment” and the ‘second 
unto it.” Both are summed up in the 

1d ‘love’. 

What doth the Lord require of thee? First 

all, He requires justice. This is not the 

H of justice which is administered in a 

tt. A representative of the state is on 
bench trying to decide between two par- 
who have had a quarrel. That, of course, 

what we call a civil case. The judge may 
jinmstead in a court where men who have 
xen the Jaws of the land are brought up 

‘trial. He is there to decide as equitably 

a man can, whether the defendant should 

punished for that which he did—if he did 

or whether there were such extenuating 

umstances that he should escape scot-free. 
this is legal justice. 

Micah is not deeply concerned with that. 
refers to the kind of justice which we 

st all mete out. In all of our dealings with 
another we need to deal justly and charit- 

, with each other. If you have always 

1 only the good in other eos: if you 

2 never uttered a critical judgment of any- 

else, then you are probably fulfilling the 

aught of Micah. 
bs most of us are not, Let me give you 
example. When I say “Russia” what 
sens to you? Most people today stiffen up. 
jans... Communists... glands begin to 

k and there is a secretion of what we might 

hate fluid. We can’t believe anything 

| ae 
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good about Russians. 
hateful people. 

Yet, at the most, only about six million 
Russians are Communists. Fifteen million 
Russians, it is estimated, are actually slaves, 
doing slave labor. The rest of them are 
probably people who would prefer to live 
quietly and peacefully with us, with their 
fellow Russians, with people everywhere. But 
we haven't learned to think of Russians im- 
partially. To us Russians are Russians. There 
are no white Russians: all we can imagine are 
black Russians. 

“To do justly.” Someone injures me — in- 
tentionally or unintentionally. Maybe I’ve 
merely been slighted by that person. No 
affront was intended. But a barrier has arisen 
between us. If something happens to that 
person, how do I feel? Well, most of us 
would have to acknowledge that there would 
be a feeling of satisfaction in knowing that 
that person had finally received what people 
used to call their come-uppance. You see, it 
is very hard to deal justly with someone if 
you disagree with him. # 

Thomas Dreier has made a valuable con- 
tribution to our thinking when he calls his 
handful of enemies his “hair-shirt friends.” 
In olden days it was believed that no: one 
could be holy and comfortable at the’ same 
time, so men wore shirts woven of coarse:hair 
if they wanted to take the first step towards 
sainthood. It was probably more irritating to” 
the hide and temper than the good. old- 
fashioned red flannels. If a man could endure 
that torture all was well with his soul. — 

Thomas Dreier calls his troubles and his 
enemies hair-shirt friends. et 

He refuses to hate them or try to injure © 
them, or get even with them. Instead he says 
that they help him along the path of prog- 
ress. He thinks of them as an invigorating 
tonic. He is probably one of the few who 
are really able to ‘‘do justly” with those whom 
he would normally be expected to despise. 

We have often heard it said that strict 
justice ought to be tempered with mercy — 
Micah’s test of goodness involves an actual — 
love of mercy. It is always difficult for us to 
put ourselves in the other man’s shoes. An 
autoist was served with a summons in a suit 
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for two thousand dollars by a man whose foot ae 


had been run over. 
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“Two thousand dollars!’ he exclaimed. 
“Why, I’m no blooming millionaire.” 
“Well,” returned the pedestrian who had 


suffered the injury, “I ain’t no centipede 
either.”’ 

How much were his toes worth? Well, how 
much would your toes be worth in such a 
situation? After all, mercy is showing the 
consideration to another in the field of abstract 
justice which you would desire that others 
should show you in such a situation. 

To be sure, God has given us an ideal of 
mercy which ought to stand us in good stead. 
“To be merciful,’ He said, “I will show my- 
self merciful.” The first woman in the his- 
tory of the state of California to be con- 
demned to death—and to die by legal means 
—was executed in a gas chamber several years 
ago. The governor did not want to allow it 
to be done. In detail he examined the history 
of the case. He tried to find extenuating cir- 
cumstances. He sought to discover, if he 
could, one good deed which the woman had 
done. If she had been a good mother he 
might have found an excuse for pardoning 
her or for commuting her sentence to life im- 
prisonment. 

There wasn’t a thing in her life to indi- 
cate that she had ever had a kindly thought, 
that she had ever done one good deed. Re- 
gretfully, therefore, the governor affirmed the 
sentence of death. If in her life there had 
been one decent, kindly, merciful act upon 
which he could have looked back, I am sure 
that the sentence would have been commuted 
to life imprisonment. 
~ It ought also to be said that mercy shoul 
be a constant factor. That is, we ought to be 
merciful to everyone if we really are merciful. 
We should not be like the backwoods justice 
of the peace. He used to consult what ap- 
peared to be a law-book but was really a mail 
order catalog. One day a colored man was 
haled before him for .drunkenness. The 
squire heard the evidence and, after opening 
the book and glancing at it, fined the negro 
$4.49 to be worked out on the roads at twenty- 
five cents a day. As the colored boy was being 
led away he®said to the marshal, “I sho is 
unlucky.” 

“Unlucky, nothin’,”’ replied the marshall, 
“You was lucky, boy. If the squire had hap- 
pened to open that book to electric refriger- 
ators instead of pants you'd be workin’ on 
‘the road for the rest of your life.” 

Last of all, Micah advises us to walk humbly 
with God. That seems like an easy thing to 
do, doesn’t it? Ah, but I’m afraid that it is 
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one of the most difficult. Most of us af 
not humble, To be sure, we often seem t 
be humble but it is a pose which we feel w 
must adopt. There is a great deal of th 
Uriah Heep kind of humility in the world 
It passes for humility but it isn’t the ree 
article at all. It is as spurious as a lead dolla 

Counterfeiters can make some remarkabl 
fine reproductions of the bills of the Unite 
States, but they have never learned how t 
put silk threads into the paper of which th 
money is made. Clever engravers have mad 
bills that appear to be almost without a flav 
But the silk thread which runs through th 
bills is the only mark of the genuine. 

That is true of humility as well. There 1 
a silk thread which runs through genuine hu 
mility. I sometimes think that it is the threa 
of sacrifice. 

Set the two texts down side by side. On 
fits into and completes the other. Walk hum 
bly with God and you will learn to love Hi 
Deal justly and mercifully with your neighbo 
and you will love him as well. The ver 
center and heart of faith is the love of Go 
and the love of neighbor with all of th 
qualities which accompany it — humility 
mercy, compassion, tenderheartedness. 7 

“Love God ... . Love your neighbor.” Thi 
is at the very heart of the Old Testament a 
it is of the New. | 


Jesus Sees His Own | ; 
Text: Luke 19:5—"And when Jesus came t 
. the place, he looked up, and saw him, am 
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, an 
come down; for today I must abide at th 
house.” : 


When King George of England inspecte 
reconstruction work in one of Britain’s hoa 
bombed cities, thousands of people, includin 
classes of school children, lined the streets ¢ 
catch a glimpse of the monarch. After th 
procession had ended, a small boy was weef 
ing bitterly. “What in the world is the mal 
ter?” his teacher asked. ‘‘Didn’t you see t 
king?” “Oh,” the lad sobbed, “I saw th 
king, but he did not see me.”’ : a 

What comfort to know beyond a doubt the 
Jesus can and does watch. over His own, n 
matter how poor and pressed into the corne 
they may be! “God shall supply all your nee 
according to His riches in glory by Chri 
Jesus.” Be ly. i 


Things don’t just happen; what happens is bas 
on what has gone before. Life is cause and effec 
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WHEREFORE THIS TREASURE 
IN EARTHEN VESSELS ? 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


[ USED to be affirmed that wars came no 
more frequently than one to a genera- 
tion, but now in our modern, stream- 
d age of progress, it is dreadfully appar- 
that we can package two to a decade. If 
can judge by what is happening, we are 
tly preparing to deliver the second pack- 
_ What I wish to say with ringing urgency 
been well underscored in Don Blanding’s 
ous poem, “Pilot Bails Out:” 
“What did you see, soldier, 
what did you see at war? 
I saw such glory and horror 
as I've never seen before. 
I saw men’s hearts burned naked 
in red crucibles of pain. 
I saw such God-like courage 
as I'll never see again.” 
What our soldiers saw was so gruesome, 
ening, cruel, diabolical, tragic that I hesi- 
to recall the smallest memory of its terror. 
1 yet, so caught up are we by the terrible 
eria of impending, desolating annihilating, 
iterating war, that I dare not keep silent 
remain politely discreet by evading the 
mentous issues of this very hour. 
t was said of the ancient Romans that 
y achieved peace, but first they made the 
Id a desert. But the Romans were after 
little more than children at the game of 
. Pitrim A. Sorokin in, “THE CRISIS 
OUR AGE,” has calculated the magnitude 
past wats by listing the size of casualties 
million population. For the anctent Ro- 
ns the indicator was 0.7 for the first 
tury A.D. For the first quarter of the 
ntieth century the indicator stands at 52, 
with World War II included that number 
ild be more than doubled. 
Jow about World War III? Of course, 
se figures do not take into account the 
iparative economic, moral, social, or spirit- 
effects of first or twentieth century wars. 
-M. L. E. Oliphant, leading British scien- 
in the field of atomic warfare, has ex- 
ssed the conviction that it may soon be 
sible’ to produce an atomic poison gas 
ich, if used in and with an atomic bomb, 
ild kill every living thing within a radius 
000 miles. Three such bombs, if dropped 
S Church 
sdowne, Pennsylvania 
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at the proper spots, would wipe out the popu- 
lation of any continent on the face of the 
earth. 

Is this the rosy dream of peace they promise, 
the people who will have peace even if they 


have to go to war to achieve it? Who can 
gainsay it? Who can justify it? Who can 
want it? 


And yet, to expose the terror of another 
conflagration, such as looms before us, with 
inevitable and titanic catastrophe for all the 
peoples of our earth, is not to save us from it 
or the false reasoning of the master-strate- 
gists who now occupy the drivers’ seats. Again 
the poet speaks: 

“What did you learn, soldier, 
what did you learn at war? 

I learned that we must learn 
sometime what was not learned 
before: 

That victories gained on battlefields 
are victoriés won in vain 


Unless in peace we kill the germs 
that breed new wars again.” 


The Germs of War 


It hardly seems necessary to enumerate the 
more notorious and deadlier germs of war, 
but it will help to do so. The first to be con- 
sidered is nationalism, the most dangerous 
foe to peace in our atomic age, as dangerous 
to our survival as a family of nations as states 
rights were to the integrity of the Union, 
ptior to the Civil War. “Inevitably and fin- 
ally, nations, like individuals,” declared Dr. 
Stunts, “must forego the ‘brutal liberty’ of 
anarchy which is contained in the idea of 
national sovereignty, and seek peace and ~ 
security where alone it can be found, under | 
the reign of universal law.” 

The second germ to be proscribed is mili- — 
tarism, the concept embodied in the proposed — 
plan, that physical force is the remedy for the 
economic chaos and spiritual sickness of out 
times. Such a remedy, by every test through- 
out the annals of history, has been suicidal — 


and futile. History, which is the imperishable os 


record of the Almighty’s voice and can be 
played back when men pause long enough to 
listen, is the standing proof that the way of 
the militarist is the road to ruin, down which 
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a dozen great civilizations have hastened with 
reckless abandon. } 

A third germ of war is to be found in 
mutual mis-trust and bad faith among nations 
and peoples. This germ is as prevalent on our 
side of the Atlantic as on the Vistula and 
the Volga. Ridicule and contempt do not 
breed understanding and respect. Is it any 
wonder that once the cessation of hostilities 
gave us time to glance at our comrades in 
battle and we saw them to be merely the “‘sly 
Arabs, the wily Turks, the dirty Dagos, the 
lousy French, the dumb Bolsheviks,” to men- 
tion only a few, that we should now have 
suspicion, mistrust, perfidy, even the threat of 
war? I am reminded of the sergeant putting 
his men through their morning calisthenics. 
He gave the order: “Hips on_ shoulders, 
place.” A moment later he reconsidered. “As 
you were, men,” he said, “That can’t be done. 
Hips down.” 

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it 
,is in the minds of men that the defences of 
peace must be constructed . . . The more men 
understand each other, the more they realize 
how much they have in common and why and 
how they differ, the less prone they will be 
to take up arms against each other . . . The 
peace must therefore be founded, if it is not 
to fail, upon the intellectual and moral soli- 
darity of mankind.” The words, spoken by 
Prime Minister Attlee at the opening of the 
organizing conference of UNESCO, express 
succinctly our problem and its solution. I 
could go on listing the lethal germs of war 


-which are breeding with prolific rapidity and 


potency among us, but I have indicated in 
advancing these three that, manipulate them 
or defend them as we will, they do not and 
cannot bring us peace. Furthermore, if un- 
checked, they will not only reduce us and our 
prodigious civilization to ashes but also, and 
this is far the worse, annihilate our priceless 
legacy in the things of the spirit. 

The fact of the matter is, ours is a spirit- 
ual Thermopolae and we must have the in- 
sight and courage to see and say: ‘Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, said the 
Lord of hosts.” The only remedy, despite the 
obvious optimism involved, is the spirit of 
Christ in frank and forthright adaptation to 
the policies of nations and in the activities of 
their representatives. Whether we can under- 
stand the actual invincibility of God’s Spirit 
as God works in and through us by thoughts, 
words, and deeds, we are brought again and 


_ again face to face with its triumphant power, 


and nowhere with better. articulation than in 


_ Paul’s words to the ancient Corinthians: “For 


~ 
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we have this treasure in earthen vessels, thai 
the excellency of the power may be of God 
and not of us.” 


The Spirit of Christ 


We ought to have no difficulty in under. 
standing what Paul was trying to say abou 
soul force. The poet, under the ruthless pres: 
sure of war’s desolation, understood: 


“What did you pray, soldier, 
what did you pray at war? 
I prayed that we might do the thing 
we have not done before: 
That we might mobilize for peace, 
nor mobilize in vain, 
Lest Christ and man be forced 
to climb dark Calvary again.” 
Believe me, in affirming the preeminence of 
spiritual forces, I am not ignoring the tre- 
mendous powers and principalities that are 
regnant in our material world, nor assuming 
that in mobilizing for peace we are eliminat- 
ing the factor of trial, persecution, even death 
from our common lot. On the contrary, there 
is such evil at work in our age that we cannot 
hope to remove its fearful scourge without 
literally, and with noble consecration, taking 
up the cross of vicarious suffering and climb- 
ing dark Calvary again and again. 3 
I am compelled to say this because these 
germs of war are not impersonal bacteria, 
germinating aimlessly throughout our world, 
but imperfect ideas at large and amuck in 
the rank and file of the people who make up 
mankind. We can battle germs with germi- 
cide, but we cannot do battle with ideas by 
means of bazookas, flame-throwers, tanks, jet- 
rockets, or even atomic bombs, any more than 
Don Quixote could go jousting with wind- 
mills. To be specific, what this means is set 
forth in our ‘mpasse with the Russians. We 
are engaged in a so-called ‘cold war’ wi 
Communist Russia. Actually, we are not at 
war with the Russian people. We are rather 
engaged in a colossal struggle to see whether 
the ideals of freedom, as embodied in Chris- 
tian democracy, or the principles of material 
and secular collectivism, as expressed throug 
Communism, shall long endure. It is a con- 
flict between ideas, ideas which eventuate in 
contradictory ideals and patterns for the com: 
monweal of masses of people. To kill of 
10,000,000 Russians is not to kill the ide 
motivating Communism. One of America’ 
leading Protestant ministers, quoted in Zion 
Herald, asks this significant question: “Wh 
is Communism so feared by democracy?” H 
then gives this answer: “It is feared because 


is a secularism which still believes in its 


2 our democrary, which is no longer a 
stian democracy, is a secularism that no 
st believes in itself. It is a threat to a 
rialistic democracy because it still has 
and we no longer believe in the ade- 
y of materialistic goals. We have been 
that road and we found it a dead end. 
the communists still believe that for them 
ill lead to the promised land. We are 
d and our fear is driving us to reaction 
war.’ In short, we are people without 
idomitable, uplifting faith, a faith in the 
uacy of spiritual Gods, a faith in the 
fr of the spirit to bring us to the prom- 
land. Just how critical our plight is, 
brought home to me by playwrights Ruth 
Augustus Goetz, who dramatized. the 
tic story of Catherine Sloper, who grows 
maturity under the stern and impersonal 
ape of her father, a maturity that brings 
only accentuated misunderstanding and 
iness, frustration and bitterness. Romance 
entarily brightens her dreary existence 
the young man, a ne’er-do-well, jilts her 
goes to California when he learns that 
will be disinherited from two-thirds of 
amily estate if she marries him, his inter- 
cing solely in a material fortune and not 
l in the riches of human affection. The 
comes to its climax when two years later, 
erine’s father, having died, and Catherine, 
1g received the full inheritance, the young 
returns and contrives with measley mo- 
to renew his proposal of marriage. Cath- 
, this time disillusioned and vindictive, 
ingly encourages him. The curtain falls 
1 he comes back that night to take her 
, just as he had planned to do two 


> 


- before. The door is bolted in his face 


and he is left pounding vainly for admittance 
and crying, “Catherine, Catherine!” 

The rascal no doubt deserved every inch 
of her last, vengeful rebuke. But, the longer 
one pondered that climax, the more evident it 
became that, while the score was evened, the 
loneliness and bitterness were heightened, not 
resolved, not removed. To redeem herself 
from the bands of frustration and vindictive- 
ness was not impossible, but possible, only 
at the price of a vicarious commitment to 
nobler impulses, and this she was unwilling 
to pay. 

By the same token deliverance from the 
age-old frustrations of economic inequities, 
salvation from the cramping fears of physical 
coercions, victory over the blind tyranny of 
things, the lusts of the flesh and the lures of 
materialism, these are not impossible, includ- 
ing the attainment of security and _ peace 
amidst the great family of nations and races, 
but they are possible at a price, the price 
equivalent to that which Christ paid upon 
His cross. The price was indicated when 
Paul declared with unashamed confidence: 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels,” 
that is, this soul force within these mortal 
bodies, “that the excellency of the power may 
be of God,” that is, that our spirits may sub- 
mit themselves to a divine purpose and con- 
fess in humble faith that “vengeance belong- 
eth unto God,” and that God is able to raise 
us up at the last day, blameless and victori- 
ous. Wherefore do we trifle with our treas- 
ure and falsely dream that we can cast it 
from us with impunity? If history has one 
word to say above another it is simply this: 
What doth it profit if we gain the whole 
world and lose our souls? 
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QUENTIN LEISHER | 


: “Train up a child in the way that be 
ould go; and when he is old, be will not 
part from it.” Proverbs 22:6. 

er into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
to His courts with praise: be thankful 
to Him, and bless His name.’ Psalms 
10:4. 

| A RECENT anthology of religion in 
literature entitled, THE QUESTING 
SPIRIT, by Luccock and Brentano, there 


= 


ican Board Secretary 


egational Christian Mission Council 
n, Massachusetts 


is a dramatic episode by Sholem Asch, setting 
forth a scene in which Yankel, a brothel- 
keeper, pleads with a scribe to write a scroll 
of the Torah for his daughter, who has been 
brought up in total ignorance of her parents 
sordid background. In spite of the concern 
which the brothel-keeper has for his daughter, 
his hopes for the future happiness of the girl 
and for his own vicarious redemption are 


~ shattered as the corruption of her surroundings 


engulfs her. 5 
The scribe says to Yankel: “You must know 
that a Scroll of Torah is a great thing. The 
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foundations of the world are laid on the 
Scrolls of the Torah, and every Scroll in itself 
is as important as the Tables of the Law 
which Moses brought down from Sinai. And 
every line in every Scroll is pure and holy... 
The house that contains a Scroll of the Law 
contains God Himself... Not a single im- 
purity can be tolerated there... Guard well 
the Scrolls.” 

“Reb Aaron,” says Yankel, “I want to tell 
the truth; I want to tell everything... Rabbi, 
you are a holy man, and I am not worthy that 
you should be found here, under my roof... 
But Rabbi, my daughter is in the other room. 
For her sake there must be a Scroll of Law 
here for she is pure, she is virtuous, she is as 
pure as the Scrolls...Rabbi, see, she is pre- 
paring a cover for the Scrolls, for her hands 
are as pure as the Scrolls themselves .. And I 
swear, Rabbi, I swear I will never even ap- 
proach the Torah.” 

There are some things to be said in behalf 
of Yankel, and some things to be said against 
him. Regardless of the fact that Yankel has 
called himself a sinner, there is a spot of 
sactedness in his life. He wants his daughter 
to be a religious, respectable young lady. In 
the heart of this apparently unethical indi- 
vidual there is a secret shrine. 

It is this bit of self-respect that tries to re- 
deem itself through the daughter. As long as 
the embers of self-respect burn within the 
heart of Yankel, there is hope that he shall 
not only redeem himself through his daugh- 
ter, but that he will redeem himself through 
those embers which are being nourished by his 
own desire for the true and beautiful for his 
' daughter. As long as the embers of self- 
respect burn within the heart of any man there 
is hope that no matter how far that individual 
may have strayed from the socially accepted 
pattern of life, he may yet turn his feet into 
God’s homeward path. 

The great men of history can be interpreted 
in terms of this kind of lofty self-respect. In 
the Old Testament we read of Joseph being 
put in charge of the agriculture of Egypt. We 
also read that he resisted the solicitations of 
impurity on the part of the King’s wife; this 
Joseph did because he believed honor to be a 
sacred thing. . 

___ THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. AUGUS- 
TINE will certainly bear out our contention: 
that a lofty self-respect will give us power to 
fight against the soul devastating forces. 
Augustine’s early life was a fight between a 
life of licentiousness and a life consecrated to 

God and man. Young Augustine went into 
Carthage, a joyous, ardent, and resolute stu- 
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dent with a brilliant career before him, bi 
the temptations of Carthage were strong 
than his resistance. His nature, deep, if 
petuous, and passionate, thirsted for excit 
ment, and he was at an age when pleasure 
conceived to be synonymous with happines 
Carthage held forth the temptations whic 
lured Augustine to indulge in sin, In th 
period when circumstances seemed to | 
wrecking his character, Augustine felt tl 
Godly influence of his saintly mother, Monic 
The embers of self-respect still burned withi 
young Augustine. He turned his feet hom 
ward with an understanding of what Josep 
knew — that honor is a sacred thing. 

When we turn to the martyrs of the ear: 
centuries we find men who would die becau: 
they believed truth to be sacred. In his sam 
spirit the martyrs of the “Reformation Period 
faced torture and death. John Fox wrote cor 
cerning John Wycliff, a Reformation marty 
these words: . “For though they digged u 
Wycliff’s body, burned his bones, and drowne 
his ashes; yet, the word of God, and the trut 
of his doctrine they could not burn.” I 
Wordsworth’s well-known sonnet the story - 
told how the little brook carried the ashe 
into the Avon, and the Avon to the tide 
the Severn, and the Severn to the narrow sea: 
and finally out into the main ocean. It a 
seems to be an emblem to friends and enemie 
how the great teacher’s doctrine went out int 
all the world. 

Joseph and Augustine believed that hone 
was sacred. Wycliff believed that truth wa 
sacred and they all had a self-respect that ker 
them: pursuing the noble things in which the 
believed. 

There is a scene from Joan of Lorraine i 
which Joan says: “Every man gives his lif 
for what he believes. Sometimes people be 
lieve in little or nothing; nevertheless, the 
give up their lives to that little or nothings 
One life is all we have, and we live it as w 
believe in living it, and then it is gone. Bu 
to surrender what you are, and live withov 
belief—that’s more terrible than dying—mor 
terrible than dying young.” That is how th 
martyrs of the Christian church felt. \ The 


just continued to polish lenses. Why? 
cause the did not approve of Louis. XT 
Spinoza had self-respect and believed--th 
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# and truth were sacred. 

ne greatest contribution that the home or 
1 or church can make is to inculcate a 
, self-respect into the hearts of the youth. 
is exactly what Yankel wished for his 
hter when he implored the Rabbi to leave 
sacred Scroll of the Torah in his house. 
cel, however, went about his task in the 
ig manner. Putting a Bible into a child’s 
Is or sending a boy or girl to Church 
ol and, at the same time, making the 
> something that is the very opposite of 
the church teaches the child, is like put- 
a relief pitcher in a ball game with the 
; loaded and a three and two count on the 
r with no one out. The odds of either 
hild or the pitcher coming through have 
impaired because of the conditions. _ 
. J. Wilbur Chapman, a great preacher 
y-gone days, tells of a mother who came 
asked that prayers be said for her boy. 
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$2 at Your Bookstore . . _AMbingdon-Coheshury 


Prepared by outstanding preachers, these are vivid ten-to-fifteen- 
minute meditations for use in preparatory services or as “Table 
Talks” preceding the actual service of 
enrich and enlarge upon the manifold blessings of the Lord’s 
Supper in terms of the everyday spiritual interests of men 
and women—bringing an abundance of rich, usable materials 
especially designed to make the Communion service in every 
church reverent and worshipful, more meaningful to both 
pastor and people. SOME OF THE THEMES: A Fellowship 
Without Frontiers — The Cross as Contemporary — The 
Perfect Sacrifice —- The Art of Remembering — “Behold 
the Man” — Healing Hands — Continuing in Christ — The 
Master's Memorial — God’s Invitation, Man’s Response — 
A Sacrament of Strength — “This Do in Remembrance 


Communion. They 


The mother told the great preacher that three 
years before her son had asked if she would 
go with him to a special service in the church. 
She had declined to go, saying that she had a 
previous engagement. Later the boy learned 
that the engagement was of a questionable 
nature. The son became embittered and never 
entered the church again. When the mother 
finally realized the folly of her ways and 
wanted to build a religious sensitivity into the 
Son’s life, it was too late. He was no longer 
interested. 

Across the nation, however, more often than 
not it has been the mothers who have been 
left with the responsibility of rearing the chil- 
dren in the ways of the Lord. Merton Rice, 
prominent minister in the city of Detroit un- 
til his recent death, tells how a young boy was 
brought before Judge Lindsey’s court for tru- 
ancy. In spite of the teachet’s punishments, 
in spite of the injuctions and warnings from 
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FOR YOUR 
RURAL CHURCH 


The bulletins listed below will be of help to 
all rural ministers and their congregations. They 
are publications of the Department of the Rural 
Church, Drew Theological Seminary. 
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THE HOME OF THE RURAL PASTOR 
A study of 1171 parsonages. Contains sugges- 
tions for improving parsonages, also plans for 
new ones. 70 photographs. 112 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 40c, ( ) 3 copies $1. 


MEN WORKING 


Discusses 60 different kinds of work laymen 
are now doing to improve their church prop- 
erty. 72 pp. 58 photographs. (_ ) 1 copy 30c, 
( ) 4 copies $1. 


THE CHURCH AND THE LAND 


A study of 412 families showing the relation 
of Land Ownership, Soil Conservation, the 
Standard of Living and Church Activities. 
44 pp. ( ) 1 copy 25c, (__) 5 copies $1. 


THESE MY BRETHREN 


A study of 1542 Negro families and 570 
Negro churches in the rural south. 104 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 40c, ( ) 3 copies $1. 


ONE FOOT ON THE LAND 


Stories of 16 successful Rural Churches. 96 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 30c, ( .) 4 copies $1. 


NEW MINISTERS 


A study of 1978 ministerial students. Helpful 
to pastors and Sunday school teachers in enlist- 
ing young men for the ministry. 32 pp. 
( ) 1 copy 15¢, ( ) 10 copies $1. 


COOPERATIVE CHURCHES 
A study of 635 experiments in church coopera- 
tion. 76 pp. ( )1 copy 25c,(_) 5 copies $1. 


THE ART OF CHURCH COOPERATION 


| The Group Ministry, the Larger Parish, the 
Allocated Field, Mutual Exchange of Churches 


and the Federated Church. 64 pp. (_ )1 copy 


30c, ( ) 5 copies $1. 
te wv 
These bulletins may be ordered at the Prices 


listed from the Rural Church Department, Drew 
University, Madison, New Jersey. Check in 


the parentheses (X) the bulletins desired. Cut 
out and send with stamps, postal order or 
. check. Be sure to include your name and address. 
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the court, Tim continued to skip school. Du 
ing these spells of truancy, Tim would secu 
some odd job and earn a little money. Of 
day the judge said, “Tim, there'll be plen 
of time to work when you become a man 
Like a flash the boy replied, “My father wi 
a man and he didn’t work. He went aw 
and left mother and me and I guess that 
what killed her, too.” : 

After breaking every instruction Tim 4 
peared in court one day; his face beamed an 
a blaze of confidence shown in his eyes. Fro 
his pocket he pulled a dirty, crumbled pie 
of paper and gave it to the judge. “I'll ¢ 
back to school now, Judge; the job is done 
There on the bill were deposits totaling fif 
dollars. Sometimes only pennies or nicke 
but there it was, fifty dollars. The money ha 
been spent for a headstone to be placed on h 
mother’s grave. ‘My boy,” said the Judg 
‘Is this what you have been doing while ye 
missed school?” Wiping the tears from h 
dirty, but manly cheeks Tim said, “I wante 
her to have a memorial like the others. She 
done a lot for me and that’s all I can do ft 
her now.” 

What a noble thought for a boy to caf 
in his heart and what an influence this moth 
must have been in the life of that boy. Wh 
was said of Monica, Augustine’s mothe 
could have been said of this boy’s mother an 
could be said of a good many mothers acro 
the land. “Whatever treasures of virtue an 
worth the life of faith can bestow were s 
before him in the example of his pio 
mother.” But why should it be left to God 
mothers to carry the load? For the sake « 
the community, for the sake of the natio 
and for the world, the fathers, as well as th 
mothers, must build- Christian personalities « 
today’s youth, and how can they do that witl 
out first building the Christian home? 

The Rabbi, the Priest, and the ministe 
cannot give the Holy Scrolls to homes for tl 
protection of the pure and innocent childs 
and give no instruction to those mothers ar 
fathers whose influence is more importa 
than either the church or the community. — 

Too often today men and women are as 
ing God’s blessings upon their children | 
promising, as did Yankel, to stay away fro 
the Torah or the Bible and by promising — 
stay away from the church, but their praye 
would be answered more readily if they b 
entered into God’s courts with praise ‘ 
into his presence with thanksgiving. : 


Without the vision of God, people perish 
for want of aim. tae 
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BAPTISMAL FONTS 


It is only legend, of course, but it may serve 
NTR ATIONS to remind us of what we are so prone to for- 
get, that what gives worth to a creed is not 


the Jogical definitions of the shaping intellect, 

JOHN H. JOHANSEN but the spiritual experience which, as best it 
ey At Midnight can, it is striving to express. A saying of 
eee eye James Denney goes to the root of the whole 

, : Bier ose ge see matter: “The Church’s confession of faith 
\ of } é 


¥, ” should be sung, not signed” = 
vere is a well-known and beautiful legend Ae es ae ANE let it be se ae 
h tells how our great Christian chant, Bar ere ee) See aG Of 6 US 1S OO eee 
‘Te Deum,” sprang by sudden inspiration creed, fashioned by another's hands and im- 
e lips of ‘Ambrose and Augustine, at the posed by another's will, something that we 
sm. of the latter. in the Church of St, must carry; rather is it “a living and a lifting 
at Milan. Aeaerose began, “We praise God.” First let us seek experience of Him — 
, O God; we acknowledge Thee to be the in Christ; after that, so much of a creed as. 
- and Augustine replied, “All the earth we will follow, and it will be no burden on 
worship Thee; the Father everlasting,” the back, but a song of redemption on the 
so on, antiphonally, to the end. lips of the redeemed. "es 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, 
and Early American designs to 
harmonize with every edifice. 


Send for illustrated Catalog 


: Furniture for America’s Churches 
| Since 1897 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 44 + SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


™ Life of Christ TEACHING AIDS 


LIFE OF CHRIST PICTURE ROLLS 
New; best visual teaching! Each large wall roll depicts 
half His life, with 26 favorite Bible Art pictures in 
beautiful full color, bound and tinned for long use. 
Available with or without Scripture verses and picture 
titles. Unusual gift for missionaries; excellent for 
Sunday school, midweek classes, vacation Bible school. 
oll yall aes, 24S Eee ee a a ery 8 Each $2.50 
LIFE OF JESUS COLORING BOOKS 
Combine real teaching value with fun of coloring. 
30 simple outline Bible pictures per book, each with 
Scripture reference. For gifts, rewards and home and 
school handwork. Also excellent for use with above 
rolls since outlines correspond with full-color pictures 
WMCACH TOUS Geowk 1 birt nm -ciete suns Castres ent = Each 25c 
A? your book store, or write us direct. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 


20 E. Central Pkwy., Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


“ary, 1951 es Page 25 


Inspiration Where We Are 


Text: Phil. 4:11b—"I have learned, in what- 
soever state I am, therewith to be content.” 


Bernard C. Clausen tells the story of the 
farmer who had been working the same farm 
for forty years, and who became sick and 
tired of it. He decided to sell for what he 
could get. So he sent to the near-by town 
for an auctioneer, and asked him to put the 
place up for sale. The auctioneer came out 
to look over the place, and took his pencil, 
jotted down the items which he noticed, and 
went back to the city to prepare for the big 
event. 

The next morning the farmer went down 
to his mail box at the end of the lane, took 
out a long manila envelope, ripped it open, 
and found what seemed to be a printer’s proof 
for an advertising poster, announcing a forth- 
coming sale. The farmer read every word 
with great interest, until he came to the last 
line, and there he read his own name. His 
interest turned to bewildered surprise. He 
rushed to the telephone, called up the auc- 
tioneer, and said, “Is that my farm?” “Why, 
yes,” replied the super-salesman, “whose farm 
did you think it was?” The farmer gasped. 
“Don’t sell that farm,’ he shouted, “I have 
been looking for a farm like that all my life!” 

Life looks so alluring at a distance — so 
prosaic, near at hand. Yet the real masters of 
life have schooled themselves to the discipline 
of actually finding inspiration where they are 
forced to work. The poetry of today is the 
victor’s song. 


Pruning Needed 


Text: John 15:2b—"Every branch that beareth 
fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit.” 


Bishop Anderson of the Methodist Church 
was fond of telling a story about his hobby 
of cultivating roses. Transferred one spring 
to a town in the Hudson River Valley, while 
he was an itinerant minister, he found him- 
self in possession of what he believed to be a 
Japanese rosebush. He watched its develop- 
ment with peculiar interest, but as the time 

_ of roses drew near, he was disappointed to 
observe a spurious growth springing up from 
the roots, which as it grew smothered his 
bush and shattered his hopes of Japanese 
roses. 

Inquiry revealed that there was a certain 
old gardner in town who had set the bush 
out some yeats ago, and knew all about it. 


Pena 
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The Bishop sought him out and interviewe 
him on the subject. | 

“You are right,” said the old gardener, "you 
bush is a Japanese rose, but when we brough 
it here we knew that it would not stand th 
rigors of this climate, so we cut an old rose 
bush that had reverted, and grafted that Jap 
anese rose into the old root. Now, there 1 
just one way in which you can get the beau 
tiful roses you want. Whenever you see tha 
old growth cropping up, you must cut it out 
and keep on cutting it out, so that it neve 
gets a start on you. Try that next year, an 
you will get some fine Japanese roses.” 

The parable of the old gardener needs littl 
interpretation. The message of the strugglin; 
rose to the sons of men is clear and distinct 
If we follow its silent lesson faithfully, 1 
will be our joy to live a life of helpfulnes 
and inspiration here. 


Unity Needed 


Text: I Cor, 1:10—“Now I beseech you; . . 
that there be no divisions among you; bu 
that ye be perfectly joined together in th 


same mind and in the same judgment:” 


With vivid imagination, Dr. John McNeil 
used to describe how the blind man whos 
story is told in John 9:6-11, met the mat 
whose sight was restored by Jesus, as recorde: 
in Luke 18:35-43. Dr. McNeill suggeste 
that at first the two doubtless had a meetin; 
of praise and thanksgiving. But soon they be 
gan discussing their experiences. 

“Of course,” said the first man, “the Lor 
took a little mud and put it on your eyes, anc 
said, ‘Now see’.” 

“No,” replied the other°man, “He simpl 
said, ‘Receive thy sight,’ and I saw.” 

“No, indeed,” exclaimed the first, “If H 
didn’t put mud on your eyes, you ate stil 
blind as a bat, because that is the way H 
healed me.” | 

So the arguments, pro and con, go on an 
on. “And then and there,” said Dr. McNeil 
“the first sects in the church began — th 
Mudites and the Antimudites.” a 

This is no more ridiculous than some of th 
explanations popularly given for the needles 
schisms which now embarrass and handicap th 
Church. As a result the Kingdom of God lose 
the support it so desperately needs in an hou 
far ok critical than any of us can under 
stand, a 
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Buy insurance in community decency by supportin 
your church, with money and your presence. — 
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Practical Ways to Make 
Vorship More Vital 


RESTORING 
WORSHIP 


CLARICE BOWMAN 


These chapters deal with 
the theme of fundamental 
importance to Christians 
everywhere: how men 
and women, children and 
young people, can be led 
ito more meaningful experiences of worship — 
wough prayer and prayer groups; through our 
hristian heritage of worship symbols; through 
rt, music, and the church building itself; 
1rough well-planned procedures and curriculum, 
rom childhood through adult life. A practical, 


mely book for all who are called upon to 
sad, guide, and train individuals and groups in 
yorship. Ready January 15. $2.50 


Pet YOUR» BOOKSTORE hee (Glas 


® Christian Love and 
Life’s Basic Problems 


CHRISTIAN 
LOVE 


By 
PAUL E. JOHNSON 


Penetrating religious and 
psychological insights are 
here blended in a fresh 
and deeper understanding 
of Christian love and its 
practical, constructive 
the basic problems of life. 
Christian Love seeks to get at the roots of 
present-day personal problems and social needs, 
and to find and apply the resources of Christian 
experience to meet those needs. 

A significant discussion for pastors, 
teachers, all thoughtful readers. 

Ready January 25. 
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mons through Com- 

plete Organization - Stimu- 
lates Originality - Orthodox, 
Evangelical, Interdenominational - Treats 
Every Bible Verse and Chapter - 26,331 
Pages, 9500 Subjects - Now in Only 
23 Volumes - 15% Larger Clear Type. 


———— 
ORDER YOUR SET NOW BEFORE 
PRICE INCREASE TAKES EFFECT 
—_—<———— 


Wm. B. Eerdmans 


Publishing Company 


255 Jefferson Avenue, S.E. 
© Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
.. 
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_NEW 


NEW LARGE- 
TYPE EDITION 


THE 


ULPIT 


with a fulf 
year to pay! 


“67: 


($74.50 after 
March Ist)” 


Only 


Up to March 1, 1951 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


Please ship one set of THE PULPIT COMMENTARY 
for only $67.50. 1 enclose payment of $12.50 and 
agree to pay $5.00 each month for 11 months. _ 


NOTE: Valid only if mailed before March 1, 1951 
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STRENGTH FOR 


SERVICE 


to God and Country 


Edited by NORMAN E. NYGAARD 
Revised by ARTHUR STERLING WARD 


The book most appreciated—next to the Bible 
—by our fighting men. A virile, realistic, in- 
spiring 1-page, 2-minute message for each day 
of the year—prepared by 370 leading Amer- 
ican churchmen, representing all Protestant 
denominations. STRENGTH FOR SERVICE 


is the very thing for which you are looking to 
give to those who go from their churches, their 
businesses, and their schools into the armed 
forces. 


MILITARY 
BLOUSE 
POCKET 

SIZE 


Nearly 
400 Pages 

SA 
PRICE JUST 
“906 = 
PER COPY 


At Your 


Bookstore 


Abingdon - 


Clos bury 


THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Friday, February 9, 1951 


Prayer Changes Things 
Theme: ‘Perfect love casts out fear”’—I John 4:18 


WE KNEEL, yearning for peace in our distraught 
minds, and peace among the nations; WE RISE, 
knowing each one must pay a price for Peace. 

WE KNEEL, yearning for unity in the church— 
Christ's body; WE RISE with will to do the 
deed we left undone. . 

WE KNEEL, blinded with pride of race and culture; 
WE RISE, scales dropped from eyes, enabled to 
see strength and beauty in all. 

WE KNEEL, wrapped about with personal griev- 
ances; WE RISE, filled with gratitude for gifts 
of God everywhere about us. 

WE KNEEL, in fear; WE RISE with faith. 

Today, at God's altar, let us take off the defeating 
robes of division and put on the shining garments of 
our oneness in Christ, the warp and woof of whose 
cloth are faith and love, 
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EXPOSITOR SUBSCRIBERS ARE BOOK MEN 


From EXPOSITOR Book Reviews they select books 
for their personal libraries, their Church libraries, 
their Sunday School libraries, their parish Educa- 
tional Department, their Study Groups and 
Special Classes. Hence these BOOK REVIEWS — 
render a vital service, monthly, to Ministers, 
Parishioners and Publishers, highly esteemed for 
over half a century by all three. 
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THE CHURCH AND CONTEMPORARY CHANGE. 
G. Bromley Oxnam. Macmillan Company. 132 pp. $2.5 

In five elaborate chapters, Bishop Oxnam analyzes tI 
contemporary world crisis and develops the gran 
strategy the Church should employ to meet it. Tt 
Church must not stand piously aloof from the mteres' 
of men in their struggle for political freedom an 
economic justice. The best and most effective defens 
and attack against all forms of tyranny that seek 1 
exploit men is the positive one of demonstrating i 
actual practice the superiority of true democracy. 

Such a democracy is based upon the Christian Gosp 
which recognizes the value of each individual base 
upon his divine origin and God's sacrifice for him ¢ 
revealed in the Cross of Jesus Christ. The great r 
deeming act of God in Christ is the dynamic, hear 
changing message the Church is summoned to proclaii 
with a new zeal and a sacrifice of men ,and meal 
commensurate with its infinite importance and applie 
throughout the whole world in all human relationship 

There is in this book a searching exposition of Cor 
munism, which is set forth as radically unChristian, 
critique of unrestrained capitalism, a condemnation ¢ 
Roman Catholic totalitarianism. Opposing positions ai 
set forth with fairness with authoritative document 
tion. Separation of Church and State is defined an 
well explained, with misconceptions corrected. The! 
is a strong plea for Church union in the interest bof 
of Christian brotherhood and of the grand strategy | 
the worldwide preaching of the Gospel by word ar 
deed. Bishop Oxnam has given us a useful book. — 
contains’ much useful, easily accessible information, bi 
is above all evangelically inspiring and urges to wh 
is needed these days, a thorough awaking to faith ar 
action.—Paul H. Roth. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES, 
Smith. Wilde. 417 pp. $2.75. 
This is the seventy-seventh annital volume of th 
well known lesson commentary. It deals with t 
International Bible Lessons. The editor is professor | 
apologeties at Filler Theological Seminary in Pasaden 
He has been arranging’ ‘‘Peloubet’s” since 1933. Abo 
eight pages are given to each. lesson. They begin wi 
a word of counsel, explanation, -exhortation to # 
teacher, mostly worth while. The setting of the lesso 
time and place, is given, together with a plan of t 
lesson. For each lesson there is a bibliography. T 
hooks mentioned are many and almost exclusively b, 
and-one notes omissions to be regretted: e.g., in dealil 
with the Parables there is no word of Buttrick or Dod 
The commentary on the lesson is exhaustive, with 
simple outline, clear exposition, and many quotatior 
short and long. The minister will find much illustrati 
material. The lay teacher cannot fail to get a less 
out of it all. Theologically, it is strongly conservative. 
Wm. Tait Paterson. Se 
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(ER AND HIS TIMES. THE REFORMATION 
{ A NEW PERSPECTIVE. E. G. Schwiebert, 
Concordia Pub. House. 892 pp. $10.00. 

) is &@ really big: book, nearly imperial octavo, that 
en by ten inches. Besides its text of 752 pages 
are 126 pages of bibliographical notes, and a 
iS index, 
ages, 
fessor Schwiebert, who is professor at Wittenberg 
e and Hamma Divinity School at Springfield, 
and is now teaching a Reformation course at 
sen, Germany, has given ten years to this under 


running the whole volume to around 


- and has produced a work, replete with learning 
ased on a rare knowledge of the many sources. 
interest of the text is enhanced by an album of 
istrations, many of them rare, and 63 line draw- 
nterspersed throughout. 
‘-h space is given to the backgrounds of time and 
with special reference to the influence of the 
nporary New -Theology and the _ universities, 
ally Wittenberg which became the dynamic center 
ther’s world-shaking movement. This latter treat- 
is perhaps the most original, helpful and dis- 
‘6 feature of the book. 
fessor Schwiebert deserves the thanks of both the 
h and of historical scholars for this monumental 
which has value both for the specialist, for those 
ng help in ready reference, and for the general 
r.—P. H. Roth. 


(UGH CHRIST OUR LORD. By Georgia Harkness. 
don. 147 pp. $1.25. 

professor of applied theology at Garrett Biblical 
ite has been favorably known for some years to 
ligious reading public for her books. and for the 
knowledge and the deep spiritual insight displayed 
m. This little book of devotional studies, intended 
aily reading, will not lower her standing. The 
has a system. Most devotional books of this sort 
hit or miss affairs; some appear to be briefs of 
ns of various types. One day’s reading has no 
ction with the preceding one. Miss Harkness 
ses three convictions: the need for “far deeper 
ial resources than in general we have”; “‘personal 
r ought to get its primary direction from the 
': such a manual needs “to turn the gaze inward 
irching self-examination.’ In the attempt to meet 
convictions, and she has met them, the author 
anges systematically the principle recorded sayings 
sus from the first three gospels”: “‘suggests ques- 
for self-examination, put in the first person 
ar’; and “presents prayers that are also in the 
ar unless the context suggests otherwise.” The 
covers a twenty-one week period. In fashioning 
day’s study, a key-text is given, a longer reading 
on offered, and a comment or exposition of the 
3 made. These comments are brief, to the point, 
how Miss Harkness at her best. The questions 
sarching—and disturbing! The text is that of the 
~4 Standard Version. The book is to be highly 
ended: ‘Whoever takes the time to live with 
ords and spirit of Jesus for twenty-one weeks can 
ly fail to become a better Christian.”—Wm.. Tait 
on, 


ER. By Norah Lofts. Macmillan. 163 pp. $2.50. 
ah Lofts has done a first rate job in recovering 
scinating story of Esther for current reading. She 
3s the story with proper literary technique and 
but more than that, she tells the story in such a 
s to give it compelling dignity, dramatic suspense, 
uthentic background and motive. The characters 
: the pages of this Biblical narrative as realistically 
ruly as they do in the Book of Esther. They 
»sh-and-blood people, no papier-mache pretenders. 
story moves swiftly with enough historical back- 
d to give it vivid reality, but never too much, in 
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consequence of which it does not bog down. The style 
is inviting in its simplicity of interpretation and _ its 
dependence on plot and action. 

Certainly every Church School teacher will want to 
place this book in the hands of youth, knowing that 
the story will find an eager audience and the lessons 
will be applied in each reader’s heart without benefit 
of admonition.—John W. McKelvey. 


PARABLES OF CRISIS. By 
Harper. 255 pp. $2.75. 

The aim of this book, which examines sixteen of the 
last parables of Jesus as recorded in Luke, is to arrive 
at a just understanding of the original import of the 
parables, both in relation to the particular events 
which called them forth and in their application to 
needs which have arisen within recent years. The 
critical tension of Jesus’ world is vividly revealed in 
this book, and the parallel with our own world is set 
forth unmistakably. 

New titles are given to parables which may have 


Edwin McNeill Poteat. 


become dulled by familiarity: ‘Small Barn, Big Fool,” | 


“Two Men And A Tree,” “The Man Who Came To 
Dinner,” and “The Contractor And The King.” 

The interpretation of some of the parables gives one 
the feeling that the author uses certain parables to 
illustrate truths which are really not to be found in 
the parables. Is it legitimate to say that the father in 
the parable of the Prodigal Son was, himself, a prod- 
igal, and he held a cheap view of forgiveness? The 
main point of the story is just what we have always 
thought it was, a story about a loving, 
Father in heaven—John H, Johansen. 


Organization 
(From page 7) 


select his own committee either from the 


membership of the church as a whole, or 
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forgiving - 


from a suggested list prepared by the past 
or official board. It may be that certain ine 
viduals or officers of particular organizatio 
should be members of a specific committe 
but if at all possible, each chairman shou 
have the authority to make his or her’ o¥ 
selections. | 

The first meeting of each committee shou 
be attended by the pastor or officer to who 
the chairman is responsible. At this meetit 
the chairman should acquaint the committ 
members with the task entrusted to them af 
how their particular task fits into the overé 
plan of organization. The pastor's task is_ 
stand by and be ready to give advice af 
encouragement. He is not- to advise unle 
requested by the chairman. The pastor is tl 
resource person, the ‘information getter,” f 
each committee chairman. He should be rea 
to answer questions of fact, such as “whe 
can we get this information?’ or “to who 
should we write?” and similar questions. Fr 
quently he will be asked for other advice, af 
at such times should be ready to give advi 
—with a full realization that his advice mi 
not be followed. ; 

This plan, like any other plan, will na 
work perfectly from the beginning. But « 
not be discouraged. Get one committee wor. 
ing the first year. Two more will be functio 
ing by the end of the second year. After the 
you should have all committees going ahez 
full steam, and you will havé accomplish 
the creation of an efficient organization 
structure in your Church by using this cor 
mon-sense plan. 


Terrible Choice 
(From page 16) 
away the children for-a temporary infatuatic¢ 
and concluded in a lonely and bitter squirt 
track up a tree. Or, it started out by co 
centrating on business and pushing religio 
faith aside, then it lost all faith and conclude 
counting its money, but having lost lif 
ended in a miserable and bitter squirrel tra 
up a tree. The low choice is better call 
the bitter choice, because it concludes in bi 
terness. The crowd chose Barrabas and le 
Christ, and indeed the Jewish nation hi 
found its squirrel track. I dread a low choi 
not because of what it does to us at 
moment, but because of what is does to us 
the long run. “Choose ye this day whom 
will serve,” and choose well, for every choi 
puts limits upon the next choice and the ney 
So, we have the bad choice and the bitt 
choice. There yet remains the best choi 


- 


oe 


a man confronts life’s alternatives, con- 
ly and conscientiously picking the high 
Said an acquaintance of mine, “An 
is just the name and number of the 
on which one inwardly lives.” So we 
our soul’s home and choose its neigh- 
od. The first thing a man does when 
un afford it, is to improve the physical 
> he lives in and its geographical loca- 
He moves to the best section. Strange- 
ough while he is so very ambitious about 
hysical house and its neighborhood, he is 
_ so careless about the home and the 
iborhood of his soul. Driven in business 
t the wherewithal to maintain his physi- 
welling, he lets his soul’s dwelling fall 
disrepair. 
rer at the other end is the man who lets 
hysical home and neighborhood, shabby 
is, drag down his soul’s home, when he 
d be saying to himself, “Regardless of 
é I live in body, the home and neighbor- 
of my soul are in the very best section. 
are in the section where Christ lived 
where He has invited me to live.’ 
is man serves his generation, for ideals 
orces and personality is a power too, and 
ion of an ideal and a personality always 
s history. 
€ can sum up the whole matter in this 
Every life has made some conscious 
es; a young man has selected his career, 
ing gitl is looking forward to marriage, 
nily has plans for its children, a couple 
s a comfortable house and friends. There 
ot many who, everywhere in their lives, 
drift. Having said that, however, most 
s still have important areas in our lives 
e we are still halting between two opin- 
It may be in regard to our Christian 
, or our participation in the church, or 
yme unworthy habit, or to some major 
[issue in our generation. During the Len- 
eason then, a choosing time, let us make, 
‘ning some as yet undecided area of our 
not the bad choice of further indecision, 
t the low choice that concludes in bitter- 
but the best choice. “Choose ye this 
whom ye will serve.” 


nce of Religion 
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ofty, loving, and in harmony with God. 
me one will say, “Look here: you can't 
this science when you are dealing with 
e forces such as regeneration, forgive- 
and religious experience.’ True, these 
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A Child’s Prayer 


Young parents, members of Holy Trinity, 
St. Paul; Minn., report the following prayer 
of gratitude by their five-year old son, after 
a playroom in the home had been completed: 
“God, I thank you for the play-room where 
Daddy and Mommie can play with brother 
amd me.” 
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| 
are unfathomable mysteries.. Yet their resul 
are predictable. Even in the world of natu 
science they are compelled to accept mysterk 
which they cannot understand but whose real 
tions are definite. DuPont has spent fortune 
trying to discover the mystery of chlorophy 
Oak Ridge uses the atom’s power but doe 
not understand the electrons which compris 
it; an electrician wires complex systems effe 
tively but cannot explain electricity; Gener 
Motors’ laboratory is trying to find out whi 


| an explosion is, even though hundreds eac 


minute take place in every car they have maf 
ufactured. So, in the realm of religion, w 
cannot comprehend its individual mysterie; 
but we know that specific results are pre 
dictable. 


Forgiveness is a Fact 


When a person does wrong, somethin 
happens to him. This we know. The rules 0 
God’s kingdom are written in the atoms 0 
every Creation and in the fibres of every being 
When we break the rules of God’s untverse 
we shatter the planned harmony -of God’ 
world about us, in our own bodies, and i 
our minds. This is fact that will find ampl 
proof in the increasing number of patients 
mental institutions, in the incredible numbe 
of neryous breakdowns, and in the genera 
deplorable conditions of our world. More 
over, there is a kindred fact to be gratefu 
for, that a healing for sin does exist. W 
know by exact knowledge that there is a real 
definite, potent force that can heal the agon 
ized soul. That power we call forgiveness 
You cannot give it to people; you canno 
compel them to be forgiven. You can onbk 
assure them that the unlimited forgiveness o 
God is available to those who are able t 
open their lives and. accept it. When th 
penitent soul opens itself to this evidence o 
grace, it comes in like a mighty wave, wash 
ing out all defilement and leaving a clean 
new, reborn life. aa 

Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, a prominen 
New York pastor, has developed a new typ 
of therapy using tools of grace. Many | 
troubled soul is referred to him and with hi 
aid untangles a life knotted by moral guilt 
Using affirmations as capsules, challengin, 
ideals as an X-ray, and prayer as a scalpel 
he probes for the hidden sin. Often. th 
climax is accompanied by a wave of emotio: 
and a new life is created when forgivenes 
is accepted. This may sound fairly simple 
but it is extremely complex. However, he ha 
perfected this technique as an exact science 
He is today one of the growing body of relig: 
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Qus scientists who can achieve predictable 
results using the tools of religion as exact 
<nowledge. 

One is tempted to go on and on in stating 
“acts that have superceded faith. We now know 
what others have formerly believed. It gives 
as an added exhilarating confidence in our 
-onvictions. No longer do we need to apolo- 
size for religion being mere theory; no longer 
-an the intelligent cast disparaging remarks 
about the vagueness of spiritual truths. The 
road of faith is leading us to more and more 
areas of exact knowledge. In our personal 
religion, let’s accept the challenge of Paul 
o add knowledge to our faith. Keep your 
faith strong by all means because you cannot 
progress without it. But strive and long for 
the day when you need no longer say of the 
truths of God, “I believe,” but can_ state 


positively, “I know!” 


Don't try to be neutral toward Christ; it 
doesn’t work. 
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